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Foreward 
The idea to compile a story with Water Supply Department (WSD) Engineer Charles Thom at 
the centre of it all started with a chance glimpse at a photo of the WSD Roll of Honour. This was 
in response to questions being asked in ‘Water’ old-boys circles as to where the Roll was 
currently hanging following the 2019 demolition of the Landcentre to make way for the Gabba 
Train Station. Being a Maryborough old-boy myself and with some questions of my own to be 
answered about the fate of all ten ‘Water’ old-boys whose names appear on the Roll, what 
started out as research into the first name on the Roll soon turned into something much larger 
when I found out that Thom was a Maryborough Boys Grammar School (MBGS) old-boy. 

Before too long, the research had grown amongst other things to include a much larger group of 
enlistments from Maryborough which was recorded by the AIF as leaving with the First Convoy 
from King George Sound (WA) on 1 Nov 1914. All members of the larger group researched 
would have been known to Thom and grew to include any number of fellow old-boys / mates of 
his from the MBGS,  as well as two of his WSD workmates (ie the second and third names on 
the Roll of Honour – namely Croker and Wragge).  

The story of Thom’s sacrifice could be worthy of consideration by any ‘keepers-of-the-faith’ for 
our ‘Water’ old-boys, for retention of a special place in ‘Water’ history. Because of ten whose 
names appear on the WSD Roll of Honour (of which records have only been found for eight), he 
is the only one of the eight ‘Water’ old boys not to make it back.  As the fate of the other two has 
yet to be established, there is a one-in-three possibility then that Thom could potentially be the 
only one from the Water Supply Department who gave his life in service of his country. Should 
the fate of the other two be established, this document will be updated accordingly. 

So the compiling of this story has been done with much enthusiasm and pride by someone 
who is both a ‘Water’  and a ‘Maryborough’ old-boy, as it is intended to be a lasting tribute to 
Thom to coincide with the 110th anniversary of his death. His gallant but in-vain attempt to save 
fellow WA Railways Engineer Frederick Bowra in Tunnel C2 at Gallipoli on 29 Oct 1915 was 
widely reported in the Press of the day and by ‘standing-by-his-man’, his actions - as well as 
those of countless diggers in WW1 - helped to shape the ANZAC story.   

https://www.waterysauces.org.au/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                    Gary Corbett                                                                                                                                                                             

https://www.waterysauces.org.au/
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Preface 
ABOUT THE RESEARCH 

Research involved the public domain websites of the Australian War Memorial and the 
Maryborough State High School (formed following amalgamation of the Maryborough Boys and 
Girls State High Schools in 1974). Through the MBGS, the State High has historic military links 
dating back to the late 1880’s and its colours are also those of the 9th Battalion - first ashore at 
the Gallipoli Landing on 25 April 1915; and the first Battalion recruited in Queensland for WW1. 

In a nutshell, the following summarises findings of research which identified a group of twenty-
five (including WSD engineer Thom and two WSD mates) who left on eight ships of the First 
Convoy from King George Sound (WA) on 1 Nov 1914. 
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ABOUT THE STORY 

A focus was initially given to record the significance in its own gallant way of the wartime 
actions of WSD engineer / MBGS old-boy Charles Thom who, by ‘standing-by-his-man’ in a 
gallant and selfless act on 29 Oct 1915, contributed towards the molding of the ANZAC story. 
The wider story which was to unfold about a larger contingent of MBGS and WSD boys who left 
on the First Convoy with Thom can best be summarised as follows:- 

On 10 Aug 1914, recruiting offices for WW1 opened at army barracks around Australia, six days 
after Great Britian entered the war. The recruiting effort was focused on amassing forces 
together around the nation to go to war on the ships of the First Convoy, expected to leave from 
King George Sound (WA) in early Nov 1914. 

On 17 Aug 1914, a schoolmate of Thom’s from MBGS (bank clerk Noel Farquhar) enlisted with 
the 5th Field Artillery. (Noel is possibly the first of all one hundred and seventy-three recorded 
on the MBGS Roll of Honour to have enlisted).  

On 18 Aug 1914, Noel’s surveyor brother WILLIAM FARQUHAR enlisted with the 3rd Field 
Company Engineers at Enoggera, as did another MBGS old-boy and fellow surveyor DONALD 
SINCLAIR [and Donald’s surveyor brother DAVID SINCLAIR], as well as the first two entries on 
the WSD Roll of Honour (WSD engineer / MBGS old-boy CHARLES THOM and his WSD 
engineer mate GEORGE CROKER). 

History records the 3rd Field Company Engineers as holding a distinguished place in the history 
of the Australian Army, being the first unit of the AIF to deploy on active service and to come 

under enemy fire, in defence of the Suez Canal against a Turkish attack in February 1915, 
almost three months before the Gallipoli Landing. 

By days end on 19th Aug 1914, enlistments from around the state for the 3rd Field Company 
Engineers had grown to seventeen, eight of whom were from Maryborough – the three MBGS 
old-boys above plus five boys from Maryborough who were not old-boys (namely William 
Herbert [20, carpenter]; Peter Moller [20, mechanical engineer]; Joseph Groth [20, baker]; Emil 
Nagel [20, cabinetmaker]; and Cecil Stripp [19, cellarman]) 

The strong turnout of Maryborough connections on the 18th and 19th Aug could be attributed to 
the fact that just four years after its establishment in 1881, the MBGS commenced its strong 

military connections through an early association in the district with the ‘2nd Queenslanders’ 
Regiment [ie as the Wide Bay and Burnett Regiment]. That Regiment in time became the 47th 
Infantry Battalion and subsequently the 9th Battalion, which was the first ashore at Gallipoli. 

Or maybe a possibility exists that the strong turnout could be attributed to the influence of 
‘leaders-of-men’ who were old-boys of the MBGS.  Such as Tiaro-born William Thomas 

Glasgow who enlisted on 19th Aug 1914. Glasgow was one such leader and was ten to fifteen 
years older than fellow MBGS old-boys who left on the First Convoy. (Glasgow married Annie 

Stumm, elder sister of Frederick Stumm - Frederick was a MBGS schoolmate of Thom’s and left 
on the First Convoy with the Maryborough boys as well). Glasgow’s leadership aspirations 

possibly first became known at a local level when in his teens, he joined the Wide Bay 
Regiment. Such was the regard in which he was held as a leader that on the day of his 

enlistment, he was appointed to as Major 2nd in Command of the 2nd Light Horse Regiment.  

On 21 Aug 1914, Thom had another mate he went to school with in Maryborough (paymaster  
DUNCAN CHAPMAN) who also enlisted but in the 9th Battalion.  

On 24 Aug 1914, Thom’s workmate (stream gauger RUPERT WRAGGE - the third entry on the 
WSD Roll of Honour) also enlisted but in the 1st Divisional Ammunition Column of the AIF. 
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So the relationship between the three Officers from the Water Supply Department and those 
Old-Boys from the Maryborough Boys Grammar who responded to the ‘Call to Arms’ is most 
interesting because at the centre of it all is WSD engineer Thom. 

At the end of the day and of the men mentioned above from the First Convoy 

• WSD Engineer Thom and his two Maryborough schoolmates Donald Sinclair and 
Duncan Chapman did not make it back, nor did a further three from the 1st Convoy 
contingent from Maryborough; and for that matter, neither did a further thirty-four from 
the MBGS who left Australia in voyages subsequent to that of the 1st Convoy 

• Thom died in vain and heroic circumstances, trying to save fellow wartime engineer 
mate FREDERICK BOWRA in an unfolding tunnel tragedy in Tunnel C2 at Gallipoli, a 
tragedy which claimed a total of five lives 

• Thom’s schoolmate Chapman died at Pozieres (France), after surviving the Gallipoli 
Landing where history records him as being the first Australian ashore on 25 April 1915 
with other members of the 9th Battalion. Of those eleven MBGS old-boys of the 9th 
Battalion who left our shores with Chapman on SS Omrah on 1 Nov 1914, four were to 
be wounded at the Gallipoli Landing.  

(In a letter to his brother Charles following the Landing, Chapman was to write ‘What a living 
hell it was too, and how I managed to go through it from 4 o’clock in the morning of Sunday 
April 25 to Wednesday 28 – under fire the whole time, without being hit – is a mystery to me’. 
The ‘Gallipoli-to-Armistice-Trail’ in Queens Park in Maryborough is dedicated to the memory 
of Chapman and the 9th Battalion) 

• Thom’s two workmates Croker and Wragge made it back, with Engineer Croker taking 
leave from the AIF to assist in engineering design work in an irrigation canal 
development project in Egypt, with the idea of bringing this valuable experience back 
home to benefit the Water Supply Department 

• William Glasgow made it back and being knighted Sir William Glasgow in the 1919 New 
Years Honours List, after having been decorated nine times as well as having risen to the 
rank of Major General of the 1st Australian Division of the AIF. Some years later he  
entered politics. For six months in 1929, he was the Australian Minister for Defence in 
the Bruce/Page government. And some time later again, he became Australia’s 
Ambassador to Canada. (A statue in his honour takes pride-of-place for MBGS old-boys 
in Post Office Square in Brisbane) 

As well, four of the eight ships on which the group left King George Sound in the First Convoy 
were casualties of WW1, and another two were casualties of WW2. 

ABOUT THE KEEPERS OF THE ROLL 

As far as can best be ascertained, the many keepers over the past 100 years have included:- 

➢ 1919 to 1922 – WSD (Treasury Building) 
➢ 1922 to 1926 – IWSC (163 Adelaide St., following amalgamation of WSD with Irrig 

Commission in late 1922) 
➢ 1926 to 1950’s – IWSC (fmr Stock Institute Bldg, College Road, Spring Hill) 
➢ 1950’s to 1979 - IWSC (fmr Courier Mail Bldg, William/Margaret Sts., CBD) 
➢ 1979 to 2005 – QWRC; DNR / DNRM / DNRME (Mineral House, George St., CBD; then 

Resource Sciences Centre, Indooroopilly) 
➢ 2005 to 2018 - DNRM; DNRMW; DERM; DNRM (Landcentre, Woolloongabba) 
➢ 2018 to 2025 (present day) – DETSI (Ecosciences Centre, Boggo Road, Dutton Park) 
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ABOUT THOSE ON THE ROLL 

The first three on the Roll left with the First Convoy on 1 Nov 1914. 

Officer Occupation Date of Enlistment 
THOM Charles Wallace Engineer 18 August 1914 (28yo) 
CROKER George Norman Engineer 18 August 1914 (27yo) 
WRAGGE Rupert Lindley Stream Gauger 24 August 1914 (32yo) 
KEARTON William Frederick Draftsman 14 August 1915 (21yo) 
SHARP Aubrey Fowler Engineering Surveyor 27 March 1916 (27yo) 
DAWSON R Records not yet located 
EDWARDS EE 
OGILVIE Charles Surveyor 22 July 1916 (29yo) 
PREDDY Harold William Artesian Well Borer 30 March 1916 (29yo) 
HUNTINGTON Hethersett Roland Engineering Surveyor 6 October 1916 (23yo) 

NOTE:  All officers with ages shown against dates of enlistment were single at the time 

 

ABOUT THE WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 

In late 1922 - only months after the passage of the Irrigation Act of 1922 and the formation of 
the Irrigation Commission – ‘Water Supply’ was added to ‘Irrigation’ when the Water Supply 
Department merged with the Irrigation Commission to form the first Irrigation and Water Supply 
Commission. In doing so, ‘Water Supply’ brought with it a number of staff who had served their 
country and whose names appear on the Water Supply Dept ‘Roll of Honour’.  A number of 
those on the Roll subsequently went on to be long-serving officers of the IWSC. 
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1. QLD COMMITS RESOURCES TO THE WAR EFFORT 

 

 

 
Telegram from Queensland Premier (Digby Denham)                                                                                     

to                                                                                                                                                                                              
Australian Prime Minister (Joseph Cook) 

(5 August 1914) 
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2. QLD MATES LEAVE FOR WAR 
LEAVING HOME (September 1914)  

 

 Departure Ship Date 
Thom  Williamstown Pier, 

Melbourne 
HMAT SS Geelong 22 Sept 1914 

Croker 
Farquhar 
2 Sinclair 
Brothers 

Chapman Pinkenba Wharf, 
Brisbane 

HMAT SS Omrah 24 Sept 1914 
Wragge HMAT SS Rangatira 25 Sept 1914 

 

Departure of Water Supply Department Engineers Thom and Croker                                                         
and MBGS Old-Boys / Surveyors Farquhar and the two Sinclair Brothers                                                                                                                                                         

HMAT SS Geelong                                                                                                                                            
Williamstown Pier, Melbourne – 22 September 1914 

The above sketch is of the SS Geelong leaving Williamstown Pier in Melbourne enroute for its 
next ports-of-call – Hobart and Adelaide – then on to King George Sound, Albany WA, to be part 
of the First Convoy.  It is from the scrapbook of George Benson, prior to him being appointed as 

an Official War Artist in 1918. 
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Amongst the 440 who boarded in Melbourne on that day were members of the 3rd Field 
Company Engineers; the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade; and members of 12th Infantry Battalion. 

LEAVING AUSTRALIA (November 1914) 

Thom and his workmate Croker were the first to enlist from the Water Supply Dept. Like their 
mates and many others, this would possibly have been the first time they had left Aust shores.  

On 22 September 1914, Thom; Croker; Farquhar and the two Sinclair brothers – along with 435 
others - embarked on the SS Geelong in Melbourne, the first of the four embarkation points for 
the 1st voyage of this ship as a troopship. The assemblage at King George Sound comprised 38 

ships and 4 escorts, making up the First Convoy to leave Australia. 

 

Troops embarking on the SS Geelong at Hobart (20 October 1914) 

On 24th and 25th September 1914, Thom’s other two mates – Chapman and Wragge – 
embarked on the SS Omrah and SS Rangitara respectively in Brisbane. Both ships were also 

headed to King George Sound to join the 1st Convoy. 

On the 1 November 1914, the 1st Convoy leaves Western Australia. 

ARRIVING EGYPT (December 1914) 

On 10th December 1914, the 1st Convoy arrives in Egypt.  The destinations for the 1st Convoy 
were initially intended to be England and then France for training but the route was diverted 

because of the direction the war was now taking.  Troops and horses disembarked in 
Alexandria, Egypt, and joined training camps around Cairo, the main one being Mena Camp. 

Most were now destined to serve in the Gallipoli Campaign against the Ottoman Army. 

SINKING OF THE SS GEELONG 

The fourth and final departure of the SS Geelong was from Western Australia on 18 
November 1915, carrying 1362 soldiers, including the 32nd Infantry Battalion and some 

reinforcements for other units.  

Shortly after disembarking the men in Egypt from that voyage, she collided with SS 
Bonvilston in the Mediterranean Sea and sank off Alexandria on 1 Jan 1916. 
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3. VALOUR 
CHARLES THOM (KIA)  

(Enlistment – 18 Aug 1914) 

(19 February 1886 – 29 October 1915) 
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THE REPORTING OF THOM’S VALOUR BY WAR CORRESPONDENT CHARLES BEAN 

War Correspondent Charles Bean was Australia’s first Official War Correspondent. Bean 
chronicled the most significant of actions of the AIF at Gallipoli and on the Western Front. His 
objective and meticulous newspaper reports helped mold the image of the bronzed Anzacs 
and define a new nation, and were the first draft of this part of our nation’s history. In one of his 
many books, Bean wrote about the Digger’s unspoken, unbreakable miner’s and bushman’s 
creed of ‘Stand by Your Man’. He was instrumental in setting up the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra. 

Thom’s gallant actions in attempting to save the life of fellow Engineer Frederick Bowra in a 
gassing tragedy in Tunnel C2 on the Gallipoli Peninsula on 29 Oct 1915 were written up by Bean 
in the Argus and the Sydney Morning Herald on 18 Nov 1915.  

So the significance of his reporting in national media shouldn’t be understated, as Bean’s 
reporting of Thom’s valour in this tragedy truly embodies the defining of the Anzac story.   

THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD AND THE ARGUS ACCOUNTS OF THE TUNNELLING 
TRAGEDY AND OF THOM’S VALOUR 

TUNNELLING. 
HEROIC SAPPERS. 

GAS DANGERS. 
(By CAPTAIN BEAN, OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENT) 

GABA TEPE, 6 Nov 1915. 
SMH   During the past month the Turks have been racing us for the possession of a 
small knob on a ridge extending southwards from our lines towards the sea near Gaba 
Tepe. That is to say, during the perpetual extension of the lines by digging, which is 
always going on, the Turks and ourselves have both been tunnelling and sapping 
towards this place. 
 
Two nights ago, we got there first. Next day the Turks saw our sandbags on the crest, 
where before nothing but green scrub was growing around some half-forgotten Turkish 
trenches originally built against our landing. Next night they crept up, carrying sandbags 
in front of them to the edge of the slope, and placed a low line of sandbags there 15 
yards from our trench, and showered in bombs. 
 
The Light Horse, holding the post, showered the bombs back, and beat off the Turks. It 
was only a small affair but the two lines are now for the first time in as close contact at 
the southern end of the position as along most of the rest of the old Anzac front. 
Elsewhere in the line a few days ago five men lost their lives and 15 were injured in a 
most gallant attempt to rescue others from the effect of one of our mine explosions.  
 
Lieutenant Bowra and a young sapper, knowing a working party was due to enter a 
tunnel within a little more than an hour, went down the gallery shortly after the explosion 
in order to discover if it was safe, but they did not return. News was sent off to the 
Engineers. Meanwhile Lieutenant Bazley, of the infantry and with a man named 
Currington, went down but found gas weakening their powers. Lieutenant Bazley 
managed to get back but Carrington, coming up the ladder, fell back.  
 
By this time Lieutenant Thom, of the Engineers, arrived and went down with a rope for 
rescue purposes. Those above asked presently "Shall we pull" but no answer came. 
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They asked again, and again got no answer. When they asked a third time and received 
no answer, they found that the rope was not tied. 
 
Lieutenant Thom, who was a magnificent officer, was doubtless determined to save 
Lieutenant Bowra at whatever cost. By this time the rescue party at the mouth was 
suffering from gas. Several officers of the Engineers and many infantrymen were more or 
less seriously overcome. The incident is worth mentioning on account of the great 
gallantry of the attempted rescues. At least four others went down, and several whose 
names are not noted lost their lives with the greatest of self-sacrifice.                       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ARGUS   As 
well as Bean’s 
account, the 
Argus article 
touched on 
Thom’s career 
and links to the 
Queensland 
Water Supply 
Department. 

(Note: The 
reference in the 
Argus article to a 
‘Mr Bunsten’ as 
being the Chief 
Government 
Geologist should 
read as being to 
Mr Benjamin 
Dunstan, Chief 
Govt Geologist) 
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THE RECORD OF THE AIF 

As well, the events and circumstances of 29 Oct 1915 were recorded in the personal diary of 
Colonel (later Sir) Reginald Geoffery Millard CMG, CBE. Colonel Millard at the time was Deputy 

Assistant Director of Medical Services at Gallipoli.  

 

THE TIMES FOR ‘WATER’ OLD-BOYS TO REFLECT  

On one specific evening four times each year (initially between 2014 and 2018 – to reflect the 
100th anniversary of years of duration of WW1; and between sunset and sunrise), the names of 
a group of the fallen on the nation’s Roll of Honour at the Aust War Memorial are projected onto 
the façade of its Hall of Memory (‘The Dome’) to remind the nation of their sacrifice. The groups 

were of names involved in a particular conflict or operation.  

The schedule of the particular evenings on which the name of Charles Wallace Thom will be 
remembered in this way can be found via the following link:- 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1673327 

 

 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1673327


VALOUR and MATESHIP – Water Supply Department Engineer Charles Thom 

                                                                                              Page 15 of 48                                                               REV 26 Nov 2025 
 

4. MATESHIP 

1    The Mate from School (Maryborough Boys Grammar) 

 
 

DUNCAN CHAPMAN (KIA) 

(Enlistment – 21 Aug 1914) 

The above Roll of Honour was a gift to the Boys Grammar from the Girls Grammar after WW1. 
The Roll proudly records the name of Thom as well as 172 others. It hangs in the A Block ANZAC 

Memorial at the Maryborough State High School and is an ongoing tribute to former students and 

recognises the school's unique military history and connection to the WW1 campaign. 

Among the names on the Roll are those of Charles Thom and schoolmates Donald Sinclair; 
Duncan Chapman; Harry Lee; Charles Hanley and George Stupart who went to war with Thom 
in the First Convoy. Not one of these six First Convoy boys made it back – and beyond that first 

voyage, neither did a further thirty-four on the Roll. 
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DUNCAN CHAPMAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Departure of Duncan Chapman and 11 other MBGS old-boys                                                                              
HMAT SS Omrah (1st Troopship to leave Brisbane)                                                                                                           
Pinkenba Wharf, Brisbane - 24 September 1914. 

SINKING OF THE SS OMRAH  

In 1918 when returning from Alexandria to Marseilles, SS Omrah was torpedoed by a 
German submarine and sank off the coast of Sardinia 
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Thom’s schoolmate is acknowledged as being the first Australian to set foot at Gallipoli on 25 
April 1915.  Chapman is identified above in the photograph taken on the deck of SS Omrah. 

THE GALLIPOLI TO 
ARMISTICE TRAIL    
This trail in Queens 
Park Maryborough 
contains an 8m high 
steel representation 
of the cliffs of 
Gallipoli. Standing in 
front of them is a 
bronze statue of 
Duncan Chapman.  

Footsteps from the statue lead to a 
scale model of the bow of a boat 
shaped from iron bark, which carried 
Lt Chapman and 26 others onto the 
beach at the Gallipoli Landing. 

Two other boats nose in a little 
further back to form the trio of boats 
of the 9th Battalion that were rowed in 
and first to land at Gallipoli on that 
fateful Sunday in late April 1915.  

Both schoolmates Thom and 
Chapman survived the initial 
hostilities and horrors at Gallipoli but Chapman – by this time having reached the rank of Major 
in the 45th Battalion - was killed in action on 6 August 1916 at Pozieres.  

Chapman is buried in Sect III, Row M, Plot 22 in the British Cemetery at Pozieres, France.  
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2    The Mate from School (Maryborough Boys Grammar) 
SURVEYOR WILLIAM FARQUHAR (Enlistment -18 August 1914) 
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3    The Mate from School (Maryborough Boys Grammar) 
SURVEYOR DONALD SINCLAIR (KIA) 

(Enlistment - 18 August 1914) 
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4    The Mate from Work (Water Supply Dept., Bris) 
FELLOW ENGINEER GEORGE CROKER (Enlistment - 18 August 1914) 
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Amongst other things, fellow Water Supply Department Engineer George Croker is credited 
with installing the Water Supply Department’s first traveler stream gauging installation on the 
Albert River in 1910.  

His military service to his country is impressive, as is his desire to gain engineering experience 
whilst abroad. The following is a brief summary from AWM records:- 

➢ 1 May 1915 – admitted to General Hospital, Ghezireh Palace Egypt – shrapnel wound to 
right shoulder in the Dardanelles. Rejoins the Unit at Gallipoli on 26 May 1915. 

➢ August 1915 - mentioned in Dispatches by Sir Ian Hamilton – ‘for the gallant and good 
work performed on the night of 31 July – 1 August 1915 in connection with the taking of a 
Turkish trench’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ Oct 1915 - transferred to hospital in Gibraltar with enteric fever (typhoid). Subsequently 
admitted to Military Hospital in Devonport.  

➢ 23 November 1915 transferred to Ambulance Carrier Minneapolis headed to England to 
convalesce.  

➢ 1 Jan 1916 – awarded Military Cross, Ismailia 
➢ By March 1916 – returned to Egypt on SS Karmala 
➢ 30 Sept 1916 – temp command of 9th Field Company Engineers (France) 
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➢ 21 Oct 1918 - rose to Rank of Major in the Divisional Engineers  
➢ 2 Feb 1919 to 31 Dec 1919 - granted Leave of Absence, embarking from England on 9 Feb 

1919 on board the ship Ascanius sailing for Egypt to take on an engineering role as 
Temporary Assistant Director of Works on the Gezira Canalization Scheme in Egypt. A 
noting in the records is that all communications to Croker should be addressed to ‘Major 
GN Croker MC, c/o Irrigation, Maukin Province, Africa’ 

In relation to the granting of the above ‘Leave of Absence’ from the AIF, the Record held by the 
AWM of ‘Non-Military Employment of AIF Personnel’ reads as follows:- 

‘Permission was given to Major Croker to take up an appointment with the Egyptian 
Public Works Section (Blue Nile Division), in order that he might widen his experience in 
Engineering. The work he will be engaged in includes construction of masonry and earth 
dams, the distribution canals, regulating works and preparation of an area of 500,000 
acres for irrigation in a part not previously irrigated. The preliminary work consists of 
preparatory work, the installation of a cement factory, river diversion etc. As Major 
Croker is an Engineer in the Water Supply Department in Queensland, the experience 
should prove to be of the utmost benefit both to himself and his employers on his return 
to Australia.  

On completion of Non-Military Employment, Major Croker has been granted leave 
without pay and subsistence until 29th July 1920, to enable him to gain further 
experience in Water Supply and Engineering works.’ 

This plan of the Gezira Canalization Scheme in Egypt gives some detail of the works-in-
progress at the time that Croker served as a Temporary Assistant Director of Works there. This 
irrigation scheme in Sudan is claimed to still possibly be the largest such scheme under unified 
management in the world (ie 1 million hectares). Today it consumes 35% of the Nile’s waters in 
Sudan and produces half the country’s agricultural output. 

After completion of Non-Military service in Egypt, Croker returned to Australia on duty with 
troops on the HMAT ‘Indarra’, disembarking in Melbourne on 13 June 1920.  

Nothing could be found on what Engineer Croker did upon his return to Australia. 
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5    The Mate from Work (Water Supply Dept., Bris) 
STREAM GAUGER RUPERT WRAGGE (Enlistment - 24 August 1914)  
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Departure of Water Supply Department Stream Gauger Rupert Wragge                                                                                               
HMAT SS Rangatira                                                                                                                                                   

Pinkenba Wharf, Brisbane - 25 September 1914  

Rupert was as Assistant Stream Gauger in the Stream Gauging Branch when it was created in 
1909 and worked with Engineer Croker.  Rupert joined the 1st Divisional Ammunition Column of 
the AIF and was no stranger to adventure and field work, having worked closely with his older 
brother Clement Wragge at Wragge’s Hut on the summit of Mt Kosciuszko. The hut was a 
meteorological observatory built by their father – eminent Qld Meteorologist and head of the 
Weather Bureau - Clement Lindley Wragge (or ‘Inclement’ as he was more affectionately 
known).  

https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/story/64275 

 

 

Rupert served with the 1st Divisional Ammunition 
Column (pictured here is a contingent from the 
Column loading ammunition from a rail siding for 
transporting to the battlefield) 

 

WRECKING OF THE SS RANGATIRA                                                                                                  
On 1 March 1916, SS Rangatira ran aground on Robben Island                                        

near the Cape of Good Hope and was wrecked 

 

https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/story/64275
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Wragge’s Hut around 1899 

https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/story/57673 

Rupert was also no stranger to innovation, having developed an in-boat gauging system with 
Charlie Ogden after coming back from the war. This opened up a whole new world as the 
system replaced gauging installations which were traditionally attached to bridges, which 
greatly reduced the locations at which stream gauging activities could be undertaken. 

 

 

 

Rupert’s brother Clement Jr  

Clement Jr enlisted exactly one month after Rupert but was killed in 
action at Gaba Tepe on 16 May 1915. Clement Jr was buried at sea off 
the hospital ship ‘Gascon’, somewhere between Gallipoli and 
Alexandria. 

 

 

 

 

Rupert and Clement Jr were two of nine children of Clement Wragge Snr and first wife Leonora. 
Rupert returned to Australia on 15 April 1918; retired from the IWSC in 1951; and died in 1952. 

 

https://livesofthefirstworldwar.iwm.org.uk/story/57673
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6    The Mate from Tunnel C2 (Gaba Tepe, Gallipoli) 

 
ABOUT THE TUNNELLERS 

The 4th Field Company Engineers at Gallipoli - of which Engineer Thom and his WW1 mate 
Bowra were by then  part of - played a significant role in the Gallipoli campaign and were 
responsible for building and maintaining tunnels, including work on Tunnel C2. They also 
worked in the Lone Pine area on 400 Plateau. 

The Engineers were engaged in tunnelling works to undermine Turkish trenches, including the 
section of the line held by 22 Battalion at Johnstone’s Jolly. Tunnel C2 (opposite Johnstone’s 
Jolly) was being mined by a detachment from the 4th Field Company, under the command of 
Lieutenant Frederick Bowra, an Engineer from Western Australia. 

On 29 October 1915, members of the Company set off a 150 pound Amatol charge at a depth 
of 35 feet in Tunnel C2. The charge appeared not to fracture the ground above.  

The assumption was made that the force must have been taken up by an enemy tunnel above, 
so a closer inspection was required by the engineers to confirm that the tunnel was safe to 
enter. The following is an account of what was to unfold:- 

WAR CORRESPONDENT BEAN’S DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE TUNNELING TRAGEDY 

(Extract from ‘The Official History of Australia in the War of 1914 – 1918 – THE STORY OF 
ANZAC’   Volume 2 [CEW Bean, University of Queensland Press, P 823]) 

‘He offered all that we might live’ 

In order to make sure that a working party might safely enter Tunnel C2 in which a mine 
had just been fired, Lieutenant FDA Bowra (Perth) of the 4th Field Company Engineers 
went down the rope ladder in the shaft leading to it. He had warned Lieutenant ET 
Bazeley (Nagambie, Victoria) of the 22nd Battalion that there might be danger from 
poisonous gases and as he did not return, Bazeley and a man named Currington 
(Annandale, NSW) went down with a rope. They found Bowra collapsed and before they 
could rescue him, they too were both overcome. Bazeley had barely strength to climb 
the ladder and Cunnington began to climb and fell back.  

Major Newcombe and Lieutenant Thom were summoned from the 4th Company’s HQ 
and Thom went down but collapsed before he could save Bowra.  

The gas was now coming up the shaft. Corporals JA Park (Sydney); CF Mills (Sydney); W 
Bowden (Geelong); JS Shaw (Kalgoorlie) and others went down but Thom, Bowra, 
Currington (who had five brothers serving at war) and two other men of the 22nd Battalion 
[(Pte WBS Good (Wonthaggi) and Pte G Stelling (Essendon)] died.  

Colonel GCE Elliott (Chief Engineer of the division), Major SF Newcombe and 12 others 
were also seriously gassed.   
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ENGINEER FREDERICK BOWRA (KIA)                                                                                                       
(Enlistment – 21 June 1915)                                                                      
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BOWRA’S EMPLOYER - WA RAILWAYS AND TRAMWAYS DEPT 

Rail Heritage WA has a Roll of Honour which lists names of 346 employees of the Department 
who lost their lives in WW1.  A total of 2184 employees enlisted from a workforce of 7993. 

For each life lost, Rail Heritage WA has a detailed record of the officer’s work history prior to 
enlisting. As well, it records memorials constructed in memory of the fallen within its ranks. 
One such memorial is the plaque below honouring Frederick Bowra, standing in front of a tree 
planted by his wife Minnie following the end of the war.   

The tree and plaque are located in May Avenue, Kings Park, in the centre of Perth. 
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5. VALOUR AND MATESHIP 
Lest We Forget 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NATION’S ROLL OF HONOUR 

Thom’s and Bowra’s names are recorded in Panels 25 and 23 respectively in the 
Commemorative Area at the AWM in Canberra. 

FINAL RESTING PLACE 

The asterisk on the following map marks the location of the graves of three mates from the 4th 
Field Company Engineers in Shrapnel Valley Cemetery at Gallipoli, 400yds SE of Lone Pine.  

Qld Water Supply Dept Engineer Thom is in Plot 2; Row B; Grave #5, two graves from his 
married mate – West Aust Railway Dept Engineer Bowra in Grave #7 (who is buried next to 
another who died in vain in Tunnel C2 - Sapper Currington in Grave #8).  Thom, Bowra and 
Currington were three of nine from the 4th Field Company Engineers to die at Gallipoli. 



VALOUR and MATESHIP – Water Supply Department Engineer Charles Thom 

                                                                                              Page 31 of 48                                                               REV 26 Nov 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



VALOUR and MATESHIP – Water Supply Department Engineer Charles Thom 

                                                                                              Page 32 of 48                                                               REV 26 Nov 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADDENDUM 
Material presented in the story was discovered using the search functions of ‘Google’ and was 
gleaned from public-domain websites such as ‘Trove’; ‘The Australian War Memorial’; ‘Rail 
Heritage WA’; and the Maryborough State High School.   

 

https://maryboroughshs.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/
Anzac%20Centenary/honour-board-mens-information.pdf 

 

The story was also interspersed with historical information on Water Supply Dept/IWSC 
employees gathered from ‘Watery Sauces’ – A People’s History of the Water Resources 
Commission (Queensland) and Its Predecessors 1881-1995’. This most valuable book was 
written by Water Resources Retirees Association Life Member Ian Pullar and his daughter Dr 
Margaret Cook and can be accessed via the following link:- 

https://www.waterysauces.org.au/navigation/history.htm 

  

https://maryboroughshs.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Anzac%20Centenary/honour-board-mens-information.pdf
https://maryboroughshs.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Anzac%20Centenary/honour-board-mens-information.pdf
https://maryboroughshs.eq.edu.au/Supportandresources/Formsanddocuments/Documents/Anzac%20Centenary/honour-board-mens-information.pdf
https://www.waterysauces.org.au/navigation/history.htm
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PART 1 

WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT ENLISTMENTS AFTER THOM; CROKER AND WRAGGE 

During the course of the research into the writing of Thom’s story, an amount of information 
was also found on another five officers from the same Department who are not part of the main 
story but nonetheless whose names appear on the Water Supply Department’s Roll of Honour.  
These five enlisted in the years following the enlistment of the first three. All five were single at 
the time of enlistment and all five made it back. 

 Departure Ship Date 
Kearton Sydney HMAT Orsova 11 March 1916 

Sharp Melbourne HMAT Wandilla 6 June 1916 
Ogilvie Pinkenba Wharf, 

Brisbane 
HMAT Kyarra 17 November 1916 

Preddy HMAT Seang Choon 19 September 1916 
Huntington Sydney RMS Osterley 9 May 1918 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATER SUPPLY DEPT OFFICERS EDWARDS AND DAWSON 

Of ten officers whose names appear on the Water Supply Dept’s Roll of Honour, no records 
were able to be located for two - Officers Dawson and Edwards. Nothing is known of their fate.  

However, what is known is that E Edwards worked at one stage in the Charleville Office of the 
Water Supply Department, possibly as a ‘leveler’. 

SINKINGS OF SS KYARRA AND SS SEANG CHOON 

➢ On 10 July 1917, HMAT Seang Choon was torpedoed by a German U-
boat ten miles SW of Fastnet and sank off the Irish Coast 

➢ On 5 May 1918 while sailing from Tilbury Docks – London to Devonport 
on the south coast of England – HMAT Kyarra was torpedoed by a 
German U-boat in the English Channel and sank near Swanage 
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NOTE: ‘Billy’ as he is affectionately remembered is recorded as commencing work as a Clerk in 
the Winton Office. After the WS Dept merged with the Irrigation Commission in late 1922, Billy 

was transferred to Brisbane after his graphics work caught the eye of IWSC’s first  
Commissioner – Archibald Partridge.  Billy subsequently rose to the position of IWSC’s Chief 

Draftsman. 

 

 

 

HONOURING AN ANZAC 

As well as being on the Water Supply Dept Roll of Honour, 
Billy’s name also appears on the Memorial in the main street of 

his home town of Tewantin. 
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NOTE: Aubrey is on record as having worked for the Water Supply Dept in Winton. After the 
Department merged with the Irrigation Commission in late 1922, he is recorded as working for 

IWSC as ‘Assistant EngIneer for Water Supply’ 

 

 

 

 

HONOURING AN ANZAC 

As well as being on the Water Supply 
Dept Roll of Honour, Aubrey’s name 
also appears on the Roll of Honour 

at his old school at Mernda, Victoria. 
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NOTE: Charles joined the Water Supply Department in 1913 and is on record as having worked 
in Charleville, along with E Edwards whose name also appears on the Roll of Honour but whose 
service records cannot be located. After the WS Dept merged with the Irrigation Commission in 

late 1922, Charles is recorded as working for IWSC as ‘District Engineer, Winton’ 
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NOTE:  Hethersett (aka Ric) was working as an Engineering Surveyor in the Water Supply 
Department in Brisbane when he enlisted in the AIF in October 1916. He served with the 4th and 

1st Pioneer Battalions as a Private, Sapper, Corporal and Sergeant and was Discharged in 
December 1919. Ric’s younger brother Francis served with the 42nd Infantry Battalion 

(Sergeant, Service # 2567) and was KIA in July 1917. 

Returning to Brisbane, Ric was working as a Surveyor in 1921 when he married Effie White 
Crawford (born 1899 in Brisbane). He and Effie moved to Sydney, where he worked as a 

Surveyor. When he took employment as a Civil Engineer in the mid-1930’s, the family moved to 
Merriwa and then Mittagong in NSW before returning to Queensland in 1950, where he worked 

as a Civil Engineer. He died in 1952 and Effie died in 1983. 
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PART 2 

EMBARKATION ROLL FOR THE 3rd FIELD COMPANY ENGINEERS                                                        
(SS GEELONG Williamstown Pier, Melbourne – 22 Sept 1914) 

Recorded in order of their enlistments into the 3rd Field Company Engineers is an extract from 
the Embarkation Roll for the SS Geelong, for its journey from Williamstown Pier in Melbourne to 
King George Sound (WA) to join the other ships of the First Convoy. 

The extract shows a cross-section of entries for those who had enlisted to join the 3rd Field 
Company Engineers at Enoggera on 18th and 19th August 1914. Of the fifteen who enlisted from 
across the state on 18th and 19th Aug 1914, eight were from Maryborough. 

18th August 1914 Enlistments – Entries 2; 5 and 9 above respectively (ie MBGS schoolmates 
Farquhar; Donald Sinclair; and Thom himself. As well as Sinclair’s brother David at Entry 6)  

19th Aug 1914 Enlistments – Entries 11 to 15 above respectively (ie five of a number of other 
young men from Maryborough were not Old-Boys of the MBGS [ie Herbert at #11; Moller at #12; 
Groth at #13; Nagel at #14; and Stripp at #15]). The exact number of enlistments beyond this 
date in this particular non-Old-boys group has not been researched. 
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PART 3 

MBGS OLD-BOY – William Thomas Glasgow 

In the group of ‘first-responders’ from the MBGS old-boys to the Call to Arms was a Tiaro-born 
man by the name of William Thomas Glasgow who enlisted on 19th August 1914. At age thirty-
eight, Glasgow was the eldest among the mostly younger group of twenty-five with 
Maryborough connections which went to sea with the First Convoy. 

Glasgow commenced as a Major in the 2nd Light Horse Regiment and rose to the rank of Major 
General of the 1st Division AIF.  

Glasgow embarked on the SS Star of England for its departure from Pinkenbar, Brisbane, on 24 
September 1914, enroute to King George Sound – the same day as the departure of the SS 
Omrah carrying Duncan Chapman and ten others from the MBGS; and a day before the 
departure of the SS Rangatira with WSD Stream Gauger Rupert Wragge aboard. 

Below is an extract from Glasgow’s bibliography:- 

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/glasgow-sir-thomas-william-6397 

Three of his six brothers also enlisted. He landed at Gallipoli on 12 May 1915. He succeeded 
Lieutenant-Colonel F. M. Rowell as acting commandant of Pope's Hill and from there on 7 
August he led 200 New South Wales Light-horsemen in an attack on Dead Man's Ridge. All but 
46 were killed or wounded. Glasgow was among the last to retire, carrying with him one of his 
wounded troopers. Next day he was given command of the 2nd Light Horse and held that 
appointment as Lieutenant-Colonel, until after the evacuation. 

In March 1916 when the 4th and 5th Divisions were formed, Glasgow was promoted Temporary 
Brigadier and given the task of raising and commanding the 13th Infantry Brigade. He led his 
men in many important actions including those at Pozières, Messines, Passchendaele, 
Mouquet Farm and Dernancourt. He was appointed C.M.G. in June 1916 and C.B. in December 
1917. 

On 25 April 1918 the 13th Brigade, together with Harold Elliott's 15th Brigade, recaptured the 
town of Villers-Bretonneux after the Germans had overrun the 8th British Division under 
General Heneker. It was a feat subsequently described by Lieutenant-General Sir John 
Monash as the turning-point of the war, and there was disappointment in 1938 when Glasgow 
was not present at the opening of the memorial at Villers-Bretonneux. Before the counter-
attack Glasgow, having reconnoitred the position, demurred at British orders to attack across 
the enemy's front. 'Tell us what you want us to do Sir', he said to Heneker, 'but you must let us 
do it our own way'. He refused to attack at 8 p.m.: 'If it was God Almighty who gave the order, we 
couldn't do it in day-light'. They attacked successfully at 10 p.m. 

On 30 June Glasgow was promoted Major General and appointed Commander of the 1st 
Division in Flanders. On 8 August, the fourth anniversary of Glasgow's enlistment, his division 
rejoined the Australian Corps on the Somme and participated in the massive offensive in 
August and September. He led the 1st Division with distinction in its major successful 
engagements at Lihons, Chuignes and Hargicourt. 

Charles Bean described him as 'the most forcible of the three strong brigadiers of the 4th 
Division. With keen blue eyes looking from under puckered humorous brows as shaggy as a 
deer-hound's; with the bushman's difficulty of verbal expression but sure sense of character 
and situations; with a fiery temper, but cool understanding and a firm control of men; with an 
entire absence of vanity, but translucent honesty and a standard of rectitude which gave 

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/glasgow-sir-thomas-william-6397
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/monash-john-7618
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/monash-john-7618
https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bean-charles-edwin-woodrow-5166
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confidence both to superiors and subordinates, he could—by a frown, a shrewd shake of the 
head, or a twinkle [in the eye] … awaken in others more energy than would have been evoked by 
any amount of exhortation'.  

According to Monash, 'Glasgow succeeded not so much by exceptional mental gifts, or by 
tactical skill of any very high order, as by his personal driving force and determination'.  

(Sir) Robert Menzies later described Glasgow as 'the complete personal embodiment of the 
A.I.F.' 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST OFFICE SQUARE, BRISBANE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four MBGS old-boys and members of the 2nd Light Horse Regiment 

William Glasgow; William’s Brother Robert; William’s Brother-in-Law Frederick Stumm (R); and 
Stumm’s MBGS schoolmate Frederick Lound. All four travelled on the Troopship Star of 

England, the third of the first three to leave Brisbane on 24th and 25th Sept 1914. 

 

W Glasgow 

 

F Stumm 

 

 

 

Photo not located 

 

 

R Glasgow 

 

F Lound 

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/menzies-robert-gordon-bob-11111
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PART 4 

MERCHANT TROOPSHIPS OF THE FIRST CONVOY 

During the research for the story of Charles Thom, some peacetime and wartime ‘above-deck’ 
photos were found of the Merchant Troopships of the First Convoy, the three of most relevance 
to Charles’ story being the SS Geelong; the SS Omrah; and the SS Rangatira. The photos tend to 
tell their own story by adding to the sense of national identity and moulding of the ANZAC spirit. 

Between them, these three Troopships carried seventeen out of twenty-five with MBGS/WSD 
First Convoy connections to WSD Engineer Charles Thom  – four on the SS Geelong; twelve on 
the SS Omrah; and one on the SS Rangatira. (The SS Omrah and the SS Rangatira  were two of 
the first three troopships to leave Brisbane on 24th and 25th  September 1914. The SS Geelong 
left from Melbourne on 22 September 1914).   

1.   THE SS OMRAH 

- The Peacetime Wallabies 

On 8 August 1908, the SS Omrah – at the time owned by the Orient Steam Navigation 
Company and on a ‘Mail Run’ between Australia and the ‘Mother Country’ – departed Sydney 
carrying a peacetime ‘cargo’ to a different field of battle.  That particular ‘cargo’ was the 
Australian Rugby Union side and the ‘battle’ was the very first series abroad against the Mother 
Country. The Aussies were to win a convincing twenty-five out of thirty-one games. However, at 
a farewell function for the side in Sydney before leaving Australia, the visiting manager of the 
1908 British Lions side made the following disparaging remarks about the Aussies:- 
  
‘The Unions in the old country would do what they could to make the visit of the Australians a 
most pleasant one.  At home they had had the ‘All Blacks,’ and the ‘Springboks,’ and now they 

were to have the ‘Rabbits.’ 
 
The English Press missed no opportunity to promote use of the name ‘Rabbits’ for the tourists. 
However, arriving on British soil as the ‘Rabbits’ did not sit well with the Aussies. After arriving 
in England, Australian Captain Herbert Moran was quoted in the English Press as follows:- 
 

We certainly draw the line at being called ‘the Rabbits’, for the only thing I can imagine worse 
would be to christen us the ‘Convicts’ . Both, by the way, came out from England but whereas 

one has died out, the other has become a pest. Therefore, let us fix on something as distinctive 
as ‘All Blacks’ and ‘Springboks’. 

 

So the thrashings of the POMs at the hands of the Aussies from that day forward were reported 
as being by ‘The Wallabies’ (and not  by ‘The Rabbits’). The name Wallabies has resonated with 
a proud national identity, and with no mention of ‘Rabbits’ ever since - both sides were happy 
with the arrangement  and neither ran any possibility of being embarrassed for the wrong 
reasons when the Press reported any thrashings.  The time spent on the ship on the way over 
should have been enough for the team to come up with a name which better resonated with 
the nation. However, if that was the case, it appears then that the team – pictured below on the 
deck of SS Omrah - did not let the cat out of the bag after acceding to a request from a 
passenger for team autographs, where the team’s name was simply recorded on a photograph 
of the ship as an ‘Amateur Rugby Football Team’. What an understatement this ended up being. 
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- ANZACS from ‘The Bush’ 

On 24 September 1914, the SS Omrah left Pinkenba Wharf in Brisbane, en-route to King 
George Sound in WA to join the ships of the First Convoy. On board were members of the 9th 
Battalion, including MBGS old-boy Duncan Chapman and eleven others, as well as a number 
of boys from other places such as Gympie; Rockhampton; Camoweel; Mt Morgan etc 

One of the Gympie boys was George Jamieson who had enlisted the same day as Chapman.  
On board the SS Omrah, George had purchased a copy of a booklet about the ships on ‘The 
Mails Runs’ between Brisbane / London, to send home to his sister in Gympie as a momento.  

Within the booklet, George recorded forty-six autographs of diggers from the 9th Battalion, one 
of which has been identified as MBGS old-boy Henry Cavendish Harvey – Henry was one of four 
MBGS old-boys in the 9th Battalion wounded at the Gallipoli Landing.  
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- ANZACS from 9th Battalion 

Sometime after leaving 
King George Sound, this 
group from the 9th Battalion 
was photographed on the 
deck of  SS Omrah, three 
being MBGS old-boys:- 

 

 

 

 

1 Henry Harvey (Wounded – Gallipoli Landing) 

2 Duncan Chapman (KIA – France) 

3 Harry Lee (KIA – France) 

Worth noting also is that within the group, there are at least another four diggers identified as 
having died in the Gallipoli Campaign. 

- The German Prisoners of War 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 16 November 1914 - a mere two weeks after having left Australia - the SS Omrah was 
diverted to the Cocos Islands,  the scene of the scuttling of the German Cruiser Emden by the 
Australian Warship HMAS Sydney. The duty of SS Omrah was to take on board thirty German 
POW survivors for subsequent transit to Malta for processing.  

Some 134 died aboard the Emden in the battle, while 4 died aboard the Sydney.  The photo 
above shows some of the group of German POWs on the Saloon Deck of the SS Omrah. 

1 

2 3 
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2.  THE SS GEELONG 

The SS Geelong was built in 1904 for Wilhelm Lund (London) as the SS Australia but renamed 
the SS Geelong not long after so as not to confuse it with another ship of the same name. It was 
subsequently purchased by the P&O Line and was the first to sail under their flag following its 
modification to ‘Third Class Only’ to act as a Troop Transport between August 1914 and 
February 1915. After returning to commercial use - on the 1st January 1916 on a voyage from 
Sydney via Port Said to Gibraltar and London carrying general cargo including tea and lead - she 
became an indirect casualty of WW1, sinking approx 100 miles N of Alexandria following a 
collision with the British steamer Bonvilston. 

- The Hobart Workmates / Passengers who made it back 

 

Sometime after the 
departure of the SS 
Geelong from Hobart 
on 20 October 1914, 
nursing sisters Alice 
King and Janet 
Radcliffe were 
photographed on the 
deck of SS Geelong. 

 

 

 

- The Maryborough Schoolmates / Passengers who didn’t make it back 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: Two others who had connections to WSD Engineer Thom and who travelled with him on 
the SS Geelong made it back - WSD Engineer George Croker and MBGS old-boy / Surveyor 
William Farquhar. As well, Donald Sinclair’s brother David [also a Surveyor and a member of 
the 3rd Field Company Engineers] travelled on the SS Geelong and also made it back. 

 

MBGS old-boy  / WSD Engineer 
Charles Thom 

 

 

Surveyor / MBGS old-boy 
Donald Sinclair 

 

MBGS old-boy                   
Surveyor Donald Sinclair 
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3.   THE SS RANGATIRA 

The SS Rangatira was built for the Shaw Saville and Albion Line in 1890 by W Gray & Co. of West 
Hartlepool, County Durham England. It was subsequently sold to the Blue Star Line in 
1909, and entered service as a Troopship for the Allies. After returning to commercial use, it ran 
aground on 1 March 1916 at Robben Island off the Cape of Good Hope. Unable to be refloated, 
it subsequently broke up. 

- ‘Boys Will Be Boys’ 

Larrikinism in any shape or form helped keep up the morale of the troops on the troopships on 
the way over.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- The Wartime Wallabies 

The 
wallaby is 
reported 
as most 
likely 
having 
been 
smuggled 
aboard SS 
Rangatira 
by a 
member 
of the 7th 
Battery of 
the 3rd 
Field 

Artillery Brigade.  This gets passenger and WSD Stream Gauger Rupert Wragge off-the-hook, as 
Rupert was travelling aboard the ship with the 1st Division  Ammunition Column. 
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- The French Connections 

 

 

 

’Mena Camp’  The front page of a French 
newspaper depicting a mascot at Mena Camp, 
the training camp for primarily Allied Troops 
from Australia and New Zealand at the base of 
the Giza pyramids outside Cairo.  The 
paragraph at the bottom of the page speaks of 
‘troops coming from the great oceanic island’ 
and of ‘their mascots’.  

Most likely stationed at the camp were those 
with WSD / MBGS connections to Charles 
Thom who left Australia on the First Convoy 
with him.  

 

 

'Victoria College' The 
opening on ANZAC Day 1927 
of the rebuilt Ecole de 
Garcons (Boys School) in 
Villers-Bretonneux, France. 
The school was rebuilt with 
donations from Australia.  

The original school  was 
destroyed along with much 
of the town on 25th  April 
1918 – exactly four years 
after the Gallipoli Landing - 
when the Australian 13th 

and 15th Brigades under Tiaro-born Brigadier-General William Glasgow and Brigadier-
General Harold ‘Pompey’ Elliot respectively recaptured it from the Germans in a battle in which 
over 1,200 Australian soldiers were killed.  

School children and their teachers helped the effort by asking for pennies in what became 
known as the Penny Drive, while the Victorian Department of Education contributed 12,000 
pounds to the War Relief Fund. The school was appropriately renamed 'Victoria'. 

An inscription in French in the School Hall reads “N’oublions jamais l’Australie“                                    
Translated in English, it reads ‘Never Forget Australia’. 
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