
Newsletter No 99           August 2022 

. 

 

Newsletter No 110                   March 2026 

From the Editorôs 

Chair 
During the deliberations 

over the future of WRRA, a 

number of participants 

proposed that there be a 

succession plan for the 

Newsletter editorship to 

maintain a high standard. 

So I have such a plan. 

When the position be-

comes vacant (as inevita-

bly it will), the Manage-

ment Committee will ad-

vertise it and fill it by the 

best available applicant ï 

just as was done in our old 

Public Service days. 

 Until next time, au reser-

voir.  

     Ian Pullar, Editor 

.Follow-up Forum 
   On 30 June 2025, WRRA held a planning forum at 

Witton Barracks, Indooroopilly (reported in Newsletter 

#108). Since then, a sub-committee has devoted a great 

amount of time developing an options paper which has 

been circulated to members. The Management Commit-

tee has also devoted a deal of time considering what 

steps need to be taken. 

   Accordingly, a second forum was held at Witton Bar-

racks on 13 February with 22 members in attendance. 

Once again, four tables of brains discussed issues and 

formulated steps to ensure that the Association serves 

its purpose and is situated to face a future. It is now 30 

years since the Water Resources Commission was abol-

ished and its functions gradually spread across a num-

ber of organisations. There is a declining number of 

employees in the current entities who worked in the old 

WRC, so keeping the WRRA relevant is a challenge. 

!ǘ ƭǳƴŎƘΥ DǊŜƎ IŀǳǎƭŜǊΣ DǊŀŜƳŜ aƛƭƭƛƎŀƴΣ 9Ř 5ƻƴƻƘǳŜΣ ¢ŜǊǊȅ [ƻƻǎΣ ¢ƻƴȅ /ƭŀǊŜȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎ wƻōǎƻƴΣ 
5ƻƴ DŀǊŘƛƴŜǊΦ 5ƻǳƎ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΣ DǊŜƎ aǳƴŎƪΣ DŀǊȅ /ƻǊōŜǧΣ [ŜŜ wƻƎŜǊǎΣ tƘƛƭ WŀƳŜǎΣ ¢ƻƳ /ǊƻǘƘπ
ŜǊǎΣ Lŀƴ tǳƭƭŀǊΣ DŜƻũ 9ŀŘŜǎΣ WƻƘƴ wǳŶƴƛΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ǘŜƛƴŘƭΣ wƻƭŦ wƻǎŜΣ .ƻō aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΣ WƛƳ 

²ŜƭƭŜǊΣ IŜŎǘƻǊ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘΦ 

Terry Loos has sent me some fascinating scientific facts which I am sharing 
(at bottoms of pages). 

.2026 Annual General Meeting 
The WRRA AGM will be held in the SunWater 
offices on Thursday 23 April. 
We hope for good attendance, in person, or by 
Zoom. 

   As a result of the deliberations of this forum, a 

number of issues will be raised at the AGM for con-

sideration by the wider membership. These include 

proposed amendments to the constitution and a dis-

cussion on Associationôs finances and membership 

fees (which have remained constant for at least the 

past 20 years). Notices from the Secretary will be 

issued.    

Following the forum, most participants repaired to 

the nearby Indooroopilly Hotel where they were 

joined by other members for a congenial lunch. Be-

cause of its success, the Committee proposed to hold 

these on a fairly regular basis. 



Watery Sauces No 110              Page 2 

ñIn quizzes, my 
lack of 
knowledge of the 
Greek myths has 
always been my 
Achilles elbow.ò 

 

 Sadly, we record the passing of a number of our former workmates. 

Lenny Cummings passed away in December in Emerald after a short battle with cancer. He was an  Emerald 

resident of some 30 years, after a career commencing in the IWSC initially in the Farm Advisory Service and as a 

Stream Control Officer, working in country centres including Emerald, Mackay, Townsville and Rockhampton 

Ian Boyce died in February aged 71 with his funeral held in Townsville. He was largely based in Townsville as a 
groundwater adviser with specific knowledge in the management of the Black River groundwater area just north 
of Townsville. Also he was very active in local soccer both as a player and a coach. 

As a young Administrative Officer in Groundwater Branch, Chris Donovan played for the IWSC Sharks. He 

served at Glenlyon Dam and later left to join the Police Department. 

John Grabbe was a former IWSC officer before he later achieved notoriety as the manager of Cubbie Station 

near St George. 

Questionnaire 
   The Management Committee has prepared an Online 

Survey for Members to complete in response to sugges-

tions made at our recent Planning Forums. The Survey 

is intended to determine member interest in planned 

activities currently offered, the use of the Newsletter 

and the Association website as well as other social me-

dia. The Survey also requests suggestions form Mem-

bers about other offerings that should be considered. 

   Finally, the Survey includes questions regarding 

archiving of historical information that may warrant 

preservation.  

   The questionnaire has been circulated by the Secre-

tary through the website. It would be very helpful if 

members would complete it and return it. 

Management Plan 
   During the forum, it was agreed that the Association 

should operate under an annual Management Plan. 

Three members, Greg Munck, Doug Flanders and Ter-

ry Loos ñvolunteeredò to prepare a draft document for 

consideration by the Management Committee. 

   Through the wonders of modern technology, Greg 

and Doug were able to attend a Management Commit-

tee meeting via Zoom to discuss their draft plan. The 

Committee is very grateful for their efforts. 

Title and Signage 

   During the deliberations, there has been some dis-

cussion about the title of the Association as the word 

ñretireesò might be seen as a deterrent to potential 

members. Consideration is also being given to a possi-

ble new logo to replace the one used on the front page 

of the Newsletter. 

In the Latin Quarter of Paris there is a doorknob that is radioactive. It is to the rooms where Marie Curie worked. 

Future Events 
   The following schedule of events for 2026 has been 

prepared by the committee. We tried to present a va-

riety of offerings in the hope that they will suit mem-

bers and result in improved attendance. The Novem-

ber offering will be planned after the questionnaire. 

¶ Presentation: Barlil and Cooranga Weir develop-

ments, 23 April, in Sunwater office 9:30am until 

10:30am  

¶ AGM 23 April 11 am. Sunwater offices.  

¶ SEQWater presentation/site visit in May (date 

and venue to be advised).  

¶ Mid-year lunch, Friday 19 June, Indooroopilly 

Hotel  

¶ Golf day, mid-August (date and venue to be ad-

vised).  

¶ South Burnett Tour, 3 ï 6 September (details on 

website) 

¶ National Water Week event with industry part-

ner,  19 ï 25 October  

¶ Lunch, 23 October, Indooroopilly Hotel  

¶ Members Interest Presentation, November, to be 

determined from Member Survey Results (date 

and venue to be advised).  

¶ November/December End of year lunch, (date 

and venue to be advised). )  

Peter Cannell, a well known technical officer, drafting, 

in Mackay has just had major surgery in the Mater Hos-

pital in Brisbane. He is currently recovering, but is ex-

pected to be there for some time.   



Watery No 110                         Page 3

FROM THE WESTERN FRONT TO THE HOME FRONT ï The Figure Art of William 
Kearton 
Gary Corbett 

The above is the title of a recent tribute compiled to honour 

William (Billy) Kearton, one of ten who enlisted from the Wa-

ter Supply Department (WSD) for service in WW1 and whose 

names are recorded on the WSD Roll of Honour -  Ecosciences 

Centre, Boggo Rd Urban Village, Dutton Park.  

The tribute is the second to be uploaded to our History Page 

dealing with officers who ójoined-the-coloursô.   

Link to History Page 

 

The first tribute was to Engineer Charles Thom, who was the 

only officer who enlisted from the WSD to die in WW1. 

Billy was a natural Artist, talented Draftsman and Calligrapher 

whose career with the WSD commenced in Winton on 1 Sept 

1913 through his initial appointment there as a clerk. Prior to this, the Daily Record (5 Sept 

1913, Rockhampton) quotes Billy as having been  óHead Teacher, 

Farnborough State Schoolô. 

Billy subsequently came to Brisbane where he enlisted for service 

in WW1. While serving as an artist óembeddedô within serving 

combatant ranks on the Western Front, Billy was among a small 

group of active combatants in WW1 who continued on with their 

passion for sketching by assuming roles as Unofficial War Artists. 

In Billyôs case, he recorded the humble beginnings of his style 

known as Figure Art in an Artistôs Scrapbook which always found 

a safe place in his swag. 

As well, he was wounded in action and even while laid up at Ep-

som in England, he found the time to sketch characters (below left) 

who caught his eye in his ward. 

He sent the sketches home to fel-

low WSD Draftsman Patterson 

who forwarded them to the Sunday Mail where they were 

published by that paper in a óSpecialô to our boys serving 

overseas.  

You hum through your nose. When you pinch your nose you canôt hum. 

https://www.waterysauces.org.au/navigation/history.htm
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Some years after returning from WW1, Billy  rose to the posi-

tion of Chief Draftsman of the IWSC, with a record held by our 

webmaster suggesting that this may have occurred on 29 July 

1935 when Billy was appointed óDraftsman-In-Chargeô. Just pri-

or to that, the infamous English Bodyline Ashes Cricket Tour of 

Australia took place, so Billy took time out to sketch a few car-

toons of its villains, one of which was English all-rounder Fred-

die Brown (left). 

So in seeking to find out a little more about Billy and his war-

time service, the Australian War Memorial (AWM) website rec-

ords were consulted. However, no photo could be found but 

what was found were two Collections which the AWM holds of 

his Figure Art. As well, a visit to the John Oxley Library in Bris-

bane also found a third Collection, while a visit to the National 

Library of Australia website also found a set of Souvenir Pro-

grammes. This set is of some historical significance to ANZAC 

Day and was put together by Billy in April 1919 aboard SS 

Wyreema to commemorate the first ANZAC Day following the signing of the Armistice. 

So given what had been found to this point, an effort was put into 
locating Billyôs relatives to see if they held a photo of him in WW1 
attire so that a small tribute could be put together to him. Whether 
by good luck or good fortune, his grandsons Stephen and Graeme 
were able to be tracked down. What was intended to be a small trib-
ute grew into something much larger because not only did Stephen 
and Graeme supply photos of Billy in WW1 attire, they also shared 
his óArtistôs Scrapbookô with the WRRA as well. The Scrapbook 
holds his observations from the Western Front right through to the 
Home Front where he retired some forty or so years later. Sketches 
from the Home Front also cover any number of IWSC characters as 
well as some unregistered freehand sketches/perspectives etc of 
IWSC infrastructure.  

 
Above is a sketch of State Hydraulic Engi-
neer Hugo Eklund, sketched after Billyôs 
return from WW1. To the left is a perspec-
tive of Billyôs of Orange Creek Weir in the 
Dawson Valley Irrigation Area. 

It is hoped that in the fullness of time, fur-
ther documents may be compiled from 
material contributed by families or those 
known to the remaining Officers on the 
Roll, as all are deserving of similar recog-
nition.  

Thanks, Gary, for this article and for your wonderful contribution to our history through your 
research ïEd. 

Hibernation is sleeping through winter. Sleeping through summer is Aestivation  



óThe GAB Inglewood Declarationô 
Graeme Milligan 

   I recently found a copy of the GAB Inglewood Decla-
ration in the bottom of a drawer and thought it could be 
of interest to readers. 
   The document was the outcome of a three day session, 
as I recall, to focus on future management of the Great 
Artesian Basin. It is fair to say that there was a healthy 
tension between Brisbane based and regional staff, and 
between the "planners" the "scientists" and the 
"managers". 
   I recall that there were about 30 enthusiastic water 
resources folk at the workshop, from the regions, scienc-
es , policy and planning areas of the department. 
   It was turbulent times for management of the GAB, 
with interjurisdictional interest, strong community inter-
est and at the early stages of the water reform and imple-
mentation under the Water Act 2000. 
   I recall that an underlying benefit from the workshop 
was the opportunity for everyone to focus on a common 
strategic concern - how best to manage the GAB in the 
emerging contemporary world at that time. 
   After a few days of meaty barbecues a few (too many) 
beers, a game of water polo at the Inglewood pool, and 

the focus on the GAB, there was indeed a renewed ap-
preciation of each other. 
   This session provided solid foundations for the devel-
opment of the first GAB Water Resource Plan.  
   As the workshop proceeded, a working draft of the 
"GAB Inglewood Declaration" was put up on a board at 
the end of each day for folk to edit. After some initial 
hesitation during the workshop, participants signed the 
document as part of their ongoing commitment ï this 
was new stuff!! 
   About half of the signatures have been deciphered.  It 
would be good to have the rest identified. I know Greg 
Murphy attended ï he did the great job of catering and 
competitions. I have not been able to find his signature. 
   The document is modelled on the ICID Hague Decla-
ration, that Peter Bevin brought back home in 2000.  It 
proved to be a useful two page template to capture the 
session purpose, process and outcomes. 
I have identified about half of the signatures, readers 
might like to identify the unknowns. Others may also 
wish to add their own memories of the event. 

The document can be found on the next  two pages . The 
reproduction is  of doubtful quality but it is at least of 
historical interest.ð Ed. 
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Vale John Emberson Morse 3 July 1925 ï 10 July 2021 
 

   We were aware from our records that John Morse, having been born in 1925, would have reached his century in 

2025. However, we had lost touch with John. The last recorded contact with John was his playing in the Annual 

Golf Day in 2015 at the age of 90. No one knew anything more of him. But Jon Henry tracked down his gravestone 

in Samford cemetery, along with that of his wife Pat. 

   I was sorry to hear of his passing and 

would certainly have attended his funeral if I 

had known of it. John was my Branch Head 

in Project Planning for many years and I 

certainly found him a very amenable person 

and a good supportive boss. I had several 

field trips with him, including one very 

memorable one where we slid across a black 

soil field near Monto and had to be rescued. 

John was tall (unlike me) and set a steady 

pace when walking, leading to the epithet of 

ñLegs 11ò.  

   John migrated from NSW in 1947 and joined IWSC. He was trans-

ferred to Planning in 1954. After a stint in Design he was appointed 

Senior Engineer Project Planning in 1966. He then became Director, 

Planning Division in 1984 until he retired, aged 60, in July 1985 after 

37 years and 8 months service. In the course of his career, he was 

involved in project studies for numerous dams and weirs, preparing 

the submissions to Government for approval for their construction. 

He served on the Technical Planning Committee for  the Australian 

Water Resources Council. 

Ian Pullar. 

Kangaroos are the only animals that can use their tail as a fifth leg; this gives as much forward propulsion as 
the four legs combined. 
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Of the approximately 11billion people who have ever lived, about half have died of malaria. 
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99% of all species that have ever existed are now extinct. 



Flood Control and Irrigation in the 
Mekong River Delta, 2002 -2010 

Doug Flanders 

   I studied Agricultural Engineering at Melbourne Uni 

and hitchhiked up to Brisbane at the end of third year for 

6 weeks work experience in the Qld Irrigation and Water 

Supply Commission. Fred Haigh offered me a job after 

graduation so I sold my MGTC, got married and then my 

wife and I drove my FC Holden to Queensland in March 

1967 and started my career under Ken Carmichael and 

Dave Morwood in Rivers and Streams branch as a very 

raw recruit. 

   An outback camping trip during my first annual holiday 

in Queensland fueled itchy feet for more experiences 

around the state. In 1969 I moved to Mareeba as O&M 

engineer and in 1971 I moved to Mackay. Emerald Irriga-

tion Scheme was underway and I moved there in 1972 as 

O&M / farm advisory engineer helping Peter Bevin set up 

the O&M arrangements and assisting the new irrigation 

farmers to layout their blocks under furrow irrigation for 

growing cotton.  

   After four years I saw an ADAB advertisement for an 

Agricultural Engineer to work in the North West Frontier 

Province of Pakistan at the 200 ha Maize and Millets Re-

search Station. Fred Haigh let me go for a 2-year second-

ment to ADAB. My job was team leader / irrigation engi-

neer. This was a great experience and I was hooked on 

working overseas.   

   From 1977 to 2001 I became more and more involved in 

O&M of our irrigation schemes and carried out some short-

term inputs in overseas projects in association with SMEC 

in Sabah, Vietnam and India. John Cantor, Bill Souter and 

Don Cock also got involved in some of these projects. 

   Then in December, 2001, SunWater, in partnership with 

KBR, won an AusAID project in An Giang Province, 

Vietnam. By a stroke of luck the team leader chosen by 

KBR jumped ship during the bidding process and Brian 

Shannon agreed to let me go into our bid as team leader of 

the North Vam Nao Water Control Project.  

   This was the best job I could have imagined. The pro-

ject goal was to improve the economic, social and envi-

ronmental outcomes for some 30,000 farmers through 

provision of flood control for 24,000 ha of irrigated rice 

situated on North Vam Nao island located between the 

Mekong and Bassac rivers near the Cambodian border. 

Average farm size was 2/3 ha.  

   The first 15 months of the project was critical as it in-

volved a ñstop-goò decision based on an independent as-

sessment of four project reports (design, construction, 

O&M and an economic analysis). The An Giang provin-

cial government and AusAID gave us the nod to go 

ahead. I was very fortunate in that the KBR Project Direc-

tor, Peter Shea, had a lot of experience in Vietnam work-

ing with AusAID and had put together a great team of 

international and local project consultants. Bill Souter 

(SunWater) and Bill Weeks (KBR), Khanh Nguyen 

(DWR) were members of the team.   

   The North Vam Nao project implementation proceeded 

from 2003 to 2008 with a 2-year small scale ñtesting and 

strengtheningò project added on to ensure the infrastruc-

ture, management arrangements and O&M worked well. 

   The project infrastructure comprised a complex system of:  

¶ ring dyke around some 24,000 ha comprising most of 

the North Vam Nao Island to protect the farm lands, 

aquaculture and urban centres from annual river 

flooding,   

¶ electrically operated vertical lift gates on the ring 

dyke to control flood water entry into the main canals 

and enable boat access for goods transport and pas-

senger ferries into and out of the project area, 

¶ main canal system served as the source of irrigation 

water in the dry season and as a drainage system in 

the wet season, 

¶ internal compartment dykes and roads around each of 

the 22 compartments of irrigated land, 

¶ compartment irrigation and drainage systems, includ-

ing dual purpose pump stations.  

   The irrigated land natural surface varied from EL 1.5 to 

EL 4.0 whist the annual flood water could reach up to EL 

6.2 around 1 in 30 years. The infrastructureôs main func-

tion was to provide for year-round cropping and for boat 

access to the canal system through the vertical lift gates ï 

except for a few days at the flood peak when the lift gates 

will be closed. This required a double dyke system using 

a ring dyke and compartment dykes. The river is tidal 

which at low flow in the river varies from EL 0 to EL 1.2. 

With the lift gates open during the irrigation season the 

water level in the canals is also tidal. 

   As well as providing for irrigation and drainage ser-

vices, the main canal system enables farmers and traders 

to transport fertilizer and paddy rice throughout the inter-

linked canal system to and from the major business cen-

tres situated externally along the Mekong river. 

   AusAID and the An Giang provincial government 

shared (60:40) the capital cost of construction of the lift 

gates, the provincial government fully funded the ring 

dyke, the farmers fully funded the compartment dykes 

and the many irrigation/drainage service cooperatives 

funded the dual purpose pump stations.  

   In general, the scheme management / O&M arrange-

ments provide for the An Giang Provincial government to 

run the major infrastructure and to contract with the farm-

ers to run the compartments. Farmers would have a con-

tract with their irrigation / drainage services cooperative 

for paying irrigation and drainage services fees.  
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There are nearly 6000 satellites orbiting the earth. 60% have ceased working. 



   The scheme management arrangements involved es-

tablishing: 

¶ North Vam Nao (NVN) scheme management board 

and operations office, 

¶ NVN O&M services (contracted to the NVN board 

for O&M of the canals, dykes and sluice gates). The 

government provides this service free to farmers, 

¶ Compartment Management Boards (22 CMB) 

(farmers elect the board members), 

¶ Irrigation Management Cooperatives (IMCs con-

tracted each CMB to set up pump stations for irri-

gation and drainage (including pumping out excess 

rain water in the wet season and delivering irriga-

tion water to each farm). Farmers pay a fee to the 

IMCs per crop for this service. 

   Before the Project, farming families could hardly earn 

a living from an average 2/3 ha because their land flood-

ed each year from August to early December during 

which they had only a small income from fishing in the 

flood waters. If the flood came early, the farmers lost a 

big percentage their second crop. They had to carry out 

their harvest from canoes.  

   The project transformed rice growing (pre-project) 

from two crops per year (the second one problematic 

due to substantial flood damage of their crop in most 

years) to three certain rice crops per year, doubling 

farmersô income. (In the project area farmers grow 100-

day rice crops and get 6-7 tonnes / ha of paddy rice for 

each crop). Also, with flood control, farmers often di-

versify and grow tree crops, e.g. mangoes.  

   The most interesting aspect of the project was estab-

lishing the Scheme Management Board (SMB) and the 

Compartment Management Boards (CMB). The SMB 

now controls the scheme assets, reports to the Provincial 

Peoples Committee (PPC) and receives a Provincial 

budget to conduct its O&M responsibilities. The SMB 

contracted O&M to a state-owned O&M company. The 

two District PCs set up the 22 CMBs with responsibility 

to control and develop the assets in the compartments 

and be responsible for their O&M. The CMBs now con-

tract most of the O&M to the irrigation/drainage ser-

vices cooperatives.  

   The SMB committee comprises members of the Pro-

vincial Department of Rural Development (incudes re-

sponsibility for Agriculture and Water), District Peoples 

Committee and the head of each CMB. Farmers in each 

CMB elect a five-person committee.  

   The project closed in late 2009 with an international 

seminar at which both AusAID and the Provincial gov-

ernment were very happy with the result. I have been 

back to the scheme and it is currently operated and 

maintained in good functional condition. Farmers are 

benefiting and have funds to upgrade their homes and 

pay for schooling.  

   Working with my counterparts in Vietnam presented 

challenges, notably resistance to changing the rules. 

Changes were introduced step-by-step after gaining lo-

cal decision makersô support. This process involved 

many stakeholder meetings. 

   My wife and I rented a house in Long Xuyen, a city of 

some 300,000 population. We had good internet and 

international TV services and we could buy most things 

we needed in local shops. We had a cook/housekeeper 

come each day.  

   Social activities included quite a lot of karaoke with 

international local staff and much eating out at local 

restaurants. At first, I was uptight about karaoke but 

after a few beers I was braver and more adventurous. 

We ended up with a karaoke set at our house. After 

work I quite often went to ñnhauò with local staff. This 

is the southern equivalent of ñbia hoiò which is popular 

in Hanoi. These establishments serve local beer and 

plates of tasty morsels every evening. The local rice and 

banana wines (ruou) are also popular. Beer drinking in 

Vietnam is much like it was in Australia 50 years ago. 

Drink driving laws in Vietnam are only vaguely en-

forced. 

Thanks Doug for this interesting insight ï Ed. 

Watery No 110                            Page 9 

St Barnabas Bulletin Board 

 

Signwriter on leave. 
Imagine this has an  
amusing line. 

When dating a painting through the analysis of a flake of paint they found elements that could have got there 
only after there had been a nuclear explosion somewhere in the world. 

Autocorrect 
   During the recent season at Ipswich Little Theatre, there 

was an accident in the bar one night with broken glass. A 

splinter caused reasonably heavy bleeding from a helperôs 

finger. Once it had been staunched, the first-aider wrote an 

incident report stating (she thought) that ñpressure and a 

bandaid were applied to the wound.ò But predictive text 

turned it to ñpressure and a barmaid were appliedò! 
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Sunwater Snippets 
Julian Murphy 
Julian is Media and Issues Lead 

North Queensland weather event 

   The Sunwater team has been busy over the last few 

weeks with rainfall events across Queensland. The tropical 

low in early March filled many of our dams across these 

regions. On 10 March, 11 of Sunwaterôs referable storages 

and dozens of weirs were spilling. Paradise Dam near 

Bundaberg experienced its second biggest ever spill event 

with a peak outflow of 910,000 ML/day. Over recent 

weeks, 14 Emergency Action Plans (EAPs) were activated 

and our teams moved into 24/7 surveillance to monitor 

conditions and keep the public updated as the weather 

evolved.  

Cooranga Weir project 

   Sunwater has appointed Stantec as the design contractor 

for the proposed Cooranga Weir, a key project aimed at 

strengthening regional water security and supporting agri-

cultural growth in the North Burnett Region. The new 

weir will store 2,500 ML on the Boyne River, downstream 

of Boondooma Dam. Once delivered, it will improve the 

reliability of existing water allocations ï helping boost 

agricultural productivity and create more jobs for the local 

community. The design phase includes detailed engineer-

ing designs, drawings and construction support to build 

the nine metre high, 180 metre wide weir and will sup-

port a team of 15 Queensland-based engineering special-

ists. 

 

Five-year safety check 

   A comprehensive safety inspection of Glenlyon Dam near 

Stanthorpe was completed recently. Every five years, spe-

cialists carry out an in-depth assessment under Queens-

landôs Dam Safety Management Guidelines to understand 

how the dam is ageing, identify maintenance needs and 

ensure it continues performing at its best. This inspection 

takes months of planning, with careful coordination needed 

to access the damôs civil, mechanical and electrical compo-

nents. The on-site work was completed in two phases, fin-

ishing with the detailed inspection of the main conduit tun-

nel through the dam wall ï a task that requires specialist 

expertise and meticulous preparation. 

Recognition 

   In March, the Rookwood Weir Alliance was awarded the 

Best Practice in Workplace Award at the Suicide Prevention 

Australia LiFE Awards ï a huge achievement for all in-

volved. The award recognised the Alliance's implementation 

of MATES in Construction's workplace intervention pro-

gram and highlights the strong culture the team built, where 

people genuinely look out for one another.  

   Weôre also proud to share that Sunwater has been con-

firmed as a finalist in the 2026 WORK180 Equitable 

Workplace Awards, recognised in the Pay equity (Large 

Enterprise) category. WORK180 partners with hundreds of 

employers across Australia and globally. This recognition 

reflects the deliberate work underway across our organisa-

tion to ensure fair, transparent and equitable remuneration 

practices, and signals that our people-centred approach has 

been independently assessed as leading practice. 

Owls donôt have eyeballs that can swivel. Instead, their necks can swivel through 270 degrees. 

Departmental News 
Notes provided by Stephenie Hogan, Acting Deputy Di-
rector-General Water Infrastructure, Policy and Partner-
ships DLGWV 

   The Department of Local Government, Water and Vol-
unteers expressed its strong appreciation for the discus-
sion with the WRRA prior to Christmas. They always 
value WRRAôs insightful questions and interest in their 
work and learning from the experiences of the people that 
came before them. The agenda focused on updates to the 
Unlocking Water Project and Water Plan Reviews, Major 
Infrastructure Delivery, Dam Safety and the work being 
done to support Volunteering. Here are some highlights 
that have been updated given the passage of time since 
our meeting 

Unlocking water project 
   The Department has been assessing all 23 water plans to 
identify opportunities to óunlockô water for economic 
growth across Queensland. During 2026, the focus of this 
project will be the Burdekin, Cape York and Pioneer Val-
ley. This follows assessments being completed in 2025 

for the Barron, Mitchell, Gulf, Wet Tropics, Mary, 
Condamine and Balonne, and the Border and Moonie 
rivers. The unlocking water project works closely with 
other initiatives such as releases of unallocated water re-
serves to get water onto the market, water plan reviews, 
and regional water assessments.  

Cherbourg Water Infrastructure Project 
   The Cherbourg Water Infrastructure Project, initiated by 
our Water Infrastructure, Policy and Partnership and Wa-
ter Resource Management divisions, was a finalist at the 
recent Premierôs Delivering for Queensland Awards on 16 
March 2026. This project was launched to address critical 
issues with drinking water quality and supply reliability in 
the Cherbourg Aboriginal community, with independent 
experts helping the Department, the Council and Queens-
land Health to develop a prioritised action plan. Backed 
by $26 million in funding from the Queensland and Aus-
tralian Governments, the Departmentôs Local Government 
Engineering and Project Services team is now managing 
the delivery of urgent infrastructure upgrades in collabo-
ration with the Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council, with 
construction set to begin soon. 
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Fighter plane ejector seats were invented in the 1950s and when testing them they used live bears. 

Sleuthing  
   Gary Corbett has become an inveterate searcher of Water memorabilia. By some arcane means he found, in the 

State Archives, standard plans for a Commission tent, as well as a Canvas Chair for the 'Rocklea Theaterette'. He 

sent me copies of 

the plans. The 

tent plan is even 

less clear than the 

chair plan of 

1949 which I 

have tried to re-

produce here. 

This probably 

wonôt encourage 

anyone to try to 

manufacture one, 

but it may 

prompt someone 

to remember any-

thing of the 

Rocklea Theater-

ette such as its 

location and use.  

 

Departmental News continued 
 
Barlil and Cooranga Weirs 
   The Government is committed to building two new 
weirs in the Burnett and Sunwater is undertaking as-
sessments to determine costs, timelines and approvals 
for construction.  Cooranga Weir on the Boyne River, 
south of Mundubbera, North Burnett will have a capac-
ity of 2,500 megalitres and improve water supply relia-
bility for downstream users. Barlil Weir on Barambah 
Creek, northwest of Murgon in the South Burnett will 
improve reliability of existing water allocations. Sun-
water is engaging with key stakeholders and undertak-
ing environmental surveys as part of the assessment 
phase. 

Paradise Dam 
   The Government is committed to building a new dam 
wall for Paradise Dam and making it safe for the down-
stream communities.  
   This follows expert recommendations that the exist-
ing wall cannot be repaired or reinforced. Sunwaterôs 
assessments over several years have highlighted the 
critical importance of the project in providing long-
term water security for the region. Sunwater will con-
tinue to undertake value engineering and cost optimisa-
tion processes to ensure the right design solution is 
delivered. Sunwater will continue to engage with key 
stakeholders and customers as the project progresses. 

 
Toowoomba to Warwick Pipeline 
In 2022, the Queensland Government approved more 
than $300 million funding for the Toowoomba to War-
wick Pipeline project (T2WP) which delivers a 111-
kilometre pipeline that provides: 

¶ Permanent water supply to residents in the four 
Toowoomba Regional Council communities of 
Cambooya, Greenmount, Nobby and Clifton 

¶ Drought contingency supply to residents in the 
Southern Downs Regional Council towns of War-
wick, Allora and Yangan. 

   The Government is engaging with key stakeholders, 
including the Toowoomba Regional Council and 
Southern Downs Regional Council. The design is cur-
rently being finalised and Seqwater are in the final stag-
es of the procurement process and are expected to ap-
point a head contractor mid-2026. 

Volunteering 
   Shortly after the meeting, the Queensland Govern-
ment tabled its response to the Parliamentary Inquiry 
into barriers for Volunteering in Queensland. The De-
partment is now working hard to implement the gov-
ernmentôs response and has established the Ministers 
Advisory Panel for Volunteering which held its in-
argural meeting on 25 March 2026. Work is well un-
derway on preparing a 10-year Volunteering Plan that 
includes close engagement with the Ministerial Panel.  



HEALTH and beauty 

Exercise those Brain Cells 
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When he announced he was going to retire to 
play more golf, one of his work mates told him 
ñYou canôt play golf every day.ò I think Bill 
took that as a challenge.  

 

 
They Swear Itôs True 
   As reported in The Courier Mail in December, ñIt 

turns out profanities arenôt just fun ï they may actually 

be a superpower, boosting your strength and endur-

ance. 

   ñKeele University scientists in the UK believe this 

may be because swearing helps us overcome our inhi-

bitions and push harder in tests of strength and endur-

ance. Participants did more push-ups 

   ñThe team asked 192 people to either use profanities 

or say something neutral while doing chair push-ups. 

The foul-mouthed participants did more push-ups and 

for longer than the others, and the scientists found this 

was because they experienced psychological flow, 

distraction and self-confidence.ò 

  
   Other studies have found  that  across a wide range 

of languages, swear words generally lack softer sounds 

such as l, r and w. 

   It is believed by scientists that that these sounds, 

called approximants, may sound less offensive. It was 

found that listeners who didnôt know the foreign words 

believed that those with more approximants were less 

likely to be profane. It was also postulated that 

ñminced oathsò such as ódarnô instead of ódamnô used 

approximants to soften their impact. 

 (Try it yourself: a real swear word is much harsher!) 

 

 Paul Cezanne 1839 ï1906   
The Card Players 

ñI think Iôll join a big poker school. and clean 
up.ò 
ñAs long as you win enough to buy a decent hat.ò 

Q  James is twice as old as Jenny was 
when James was as old as Jenny is 
now. The combined age of James and 
Jenny is 112 years. How old are 
James and Jenny now? 

Answer on page 14. 
  

Big Brother 
   We were introduced by our daughter to a New Zea-

land crime series, The Brokenwood Mysteries on Net-

flix. They are well scripted and acted so we had been 

enjoying them. But we were somewhat disconcerted 

when a message bobbed up on our computer from Net-

flix hoping we were enjoying the series. How the heck 

do they know what we are watching? 

   How then do people (of which I am definitely not 

one) get away with watching porn? 

   I was also pretty disconcerted a few years ago when I 

went back to my audiologist for a check of my new 

hearing aids. Now while I donôt mind wearing these 

contrivances when I am in company, I tend to leave 

them off when Iôm alone because that is more comforta-

ble. The audiologist tells me I need to wear them for a 

minimum of five hours a day to keep my brain trained. 

So, at the review she asked me how often I wore them. 

ñFive hours a day,ò I asserted. ñI can see that,ò she said, 

pointing to her computer screen. 

   Helen attended a luncheon for International Womenôs 

Day at which the guest speaker was a senior officer 

from the local RAAF base at Amberley. During ques-

tion time, she was asked if the pilots of the low flying 

aircraft could see what was happening in and around 

backyard swimming pools. The officer explained that 

the pilots were too busy looking at their instruments to 

have time to look and in any case the windows didnôt 

permit a suitable angle for viewing. A woman interject-

ed that she had seen photographs taken from  a low fly-

ing RAAF plane. The officer responded, ñI was asked 

about seeing, not photographs. And Iôm not saying any-

thing more!ò 

 

The average óbelly buttonô contains around 67 species of bacteria. 



ñòThey say a fool and his money are soon parted.ò  
ñSo youôre going back to the races? 

 A Sign of the Times 
 
Outside a Vetôs at Waterford 

Not all ball-tampering is bad ï 
de-sex your pet 
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Terryôs Trivia (from the Indooroopilly luncheon.) 
I have included only questions to which I knew the 

answer! - Answers on page 14) 

1.  Who didnôt play a Professor/Teacher in Harry Pot-
ter:(i) Stephen Fry; (ii) Alan Rickman (iii) Kenneth 
Branagh; (iv) Maggie Smith; (v) Miriam Mar-
goyles; (vi) Emma Thompson 

2.  A Chiliahedron has how many sides: (i) 10; (ii) 
100; (iii) 1000; (iv) 10 000; (v) 100 000  

3. Shakespeareôs only son was: (i) Hamlet; (ii) Yorick; 
(iii) Hamnet; (iv) Claudius; (v) Goya 

4. Bergen is the 2nd largest city in (i) Sweden; (ii) Fin-
land; (iii) Denmark, (iv) Norway;  

5.  Captain Ahabôs prosthetic leg is of :(i) Ivory; (ii) 
Wood; (iii) Marble; (iv) Iron; (v) Bone. 

6. In Greek mythology to drink from the River Lethe 
made you: (i) tall; (ii) forgetful; (iii) smart; (iv) hap-
py; (v) always late. 

7. Who is the Supreme Governor of the Church of 
England? (i) Mark Carney; (ii) Andrew Bailey; (iii) 
Liz Truss; (iv) Sir Keir Starmer; (v) King Charles 
III; (vi) Dame Sarah Mullaly. 

8. Who is the Archbishop of Canterbury? ii) Andrew 
Bailey; (iii) Liz Truss; (v) King Charles III; (vi) 
Dame Sarah Mullaly (v) Justin Welby; (vi) Rowan 
Willams 

9. How many songs did the Beatles write: (i) 88; (ii) 
188; (iii) 288; (iv) 388. 

10.The kangaroo paw is the floral emblem of: (i) SA; 
(ii) WA; (iii) Tas; (iv) NT; (v) ACT. 

11.Westminster Quarters are typically played on: (i) 
The Organ; (ii) Bagpipes; (iii) Kettle Drums; (iv) 
Bells; (v) A Trumpet; (vi) A Digeridoo. 

12.Does the spangled drongo have (i) Feathers; (ii) 
Fins; (iii) Fur; (iv) Flippers; (v) Fingers. 

13.The four great inventions of Imperial China were: 
(i) Gunpowder; (ii) Printing; (iii) the Compass; (iv) 
Paper making; (v) Plumbing; (vi) Computer chips.  

 

A homophonic limerick 

 

Thanks 
One Valentineõs Day in Montrose 
all the girls from a dozen bureaux 
were lined up in rows 
and great cheering arose 
as the bosses gave each girl a rose. 

Neutrality en-genders disagreement 
   When I went to school ï admittedly a very long time 

ago ï I was taught the elements of grammar. One im-

mutable rule was ñthe subject and predicate must be in 

agreementò ï a singular subject MUST have a singu-

lar object. To this day I visibly blench when this im-

mutable law is breached. 

   And yet, because some people believe it is unac-

ceptable to reveal someoneôs gender, our language 

must be gender-neutral ï a perhaps legitimate aspira-

tion ï it has been decreed that all reference to ñheò or 

ñsheò (patently singular nouns) must be expunged and 

replaced by ñthemò (blatantly plural).  This grates on 

my sensitivities. 

    Not only that, it usually leads to absurdity. Or con-

fusion. 

   A recent newspaper account told the story of how a 

skydiverôs parachute became tangled around the tail of 

the plane from which he jumped. The caption under 

the photographs describes ñhow he cut himself freeò, 

so we know it was a man. Yet the text states ñThe sud-

den force dragged the skydiver backwards, slamming 

their legs into the aircraftôs left horizontal stabiliser 

é then deployed their main parachute...ò If one only 

read these excerpts, it would appear that there was 

more than one jumper involved. 

   This is ridiculous. I have no real problem with the 

idea of gender neutrality, having long ago succumbed 

to the notion of a committee being managed by a 

chair, but why canôt a term be found that can have a 

singular or plural form as required? Perhaps the Freud-

ian ñid/sò? 

  

Obsolescence 
   Late this year, Ipswich Little Theatre will be pre-
senting Ben Hur, a spoof in which four actors will 

reenact the entire saga including a sea battle and a 

chariot race through the multiple characters of the 

original Charlton Heston masterpiece. It will be bigger 

than é What will it be bigger than? 

  Our niece recently told her teenage children that 

something was going to be bigger than Ben Hur and 

they had absolutely no idea what she was talking 

about!  How sad is that?! 

With 23 people in a room thereôs a 50% chance of two having the same birthday. 
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Of course I talk to myself. I 
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Book Club 

Iôm an incurable romantic. But who 
wants to be cured? 

Answers to Terryôs Trivia (page 13) 
 
1.(i) Stephen Fry. 2. (iii) 1000. 3. (iii) Hamnet. 4. (iv) 
Norway. 5. (v) Bone. 6. (ii) forgetful . 7. (v) King 
Charles III. 8. (vi) Dame Sarah Mullaly. 9. (ii) 188. 10. 
(ii) WA. 11. (iv) Bells. 12. (i) Feathers. 13. (i) Gunpow-
der; (ii) Printing; (iii) the Compass; (iv) Paper making. 

   Having seen the film Nuremberg (with the main role 

superbly played by Russell Crowe), I was happy to 

delve into East West Street by Philippe Sands. To quote 

from the blurb on the book cover, ñwhen he receives an 

invitation to deliver a lecture in the Ukrainian city of 

Lviv, international lawyer Philippe Sands begins a jour-

ney on the trail of his familyôs secret history. In doing 

so, he uncovers an astonishing series of coincidences 

that lead him half way across the world, to the origins of 

international law at the Nuremberg trial.ò 

   Sandsô tale is largely woven round three men who 

grew up in the city which was variously named Lem-

berg, Lviv, Lvov and Lw·w within the Austro-

Hungarian empire, Ukraine, USSR or Poland as political 

fortunes ebbed and flowed.  

   Leon Bucchholz was Sandsô grandfather. He managed 

to escape to the west when the Nazis came to power (as 

did his infant daughter, Sandsô mother),  though many of 

his Jewish family perished in Treblinka or Auschwitz. 

Hersch Lauchterpacht became a professor of Internation-

al law in London and proposed the term ñcrime against 

humanityò. Rafael Lemkin became an international law-

yer and prosecutor in USA and coined the term 

ñgenocideò. Neither became reconciled to the otherôs 

preference for precedence, one arguing that the rights of 

the individual were greater than the rights of minority 

groups and vice versa. Both were involved in the Nu-

remberg trials. 

   The fourth principal character in the book is Hans 

Frank, who was appointed Governor of Poland by Hitler 

during the period of the Holocaust and who faced trial at 

Nuremberg. 

   As well as these principal characters, there are count-

less others ï family, friends, descendants, enemies, law-

yers, politicians ï who contribute to the narrative. The 

research carried out by Sands and his helpers is incredi-

ble. 

   Although I have been to Auschwitz and have read a 

reasonable amount of history, the book really drove 

home for me the vicissitudes of living in Central Europe 

over many centuries, heightened during the Nazi era and 

not entirely eased during the Cold War (not to mention 

the current situation in Ukraine). Arenôt we glad we live 

in Australia! 

   I have been asked if I enjoyed the book. There are var-

ious types of enjoyment so, despite the fact that it was 

by no means ñsweetness and lightò, I did. 

Ian Pullar 

   Once again, I was disappointed that no other mem-

ber  has read a book worthy of note. Or maybe it is 

just that nobody got around to sharing the prospect of 

enjoyment with others.  

   I live in hope ï Ed. 

Answer to Brain teaser (page 12) 
 James is 64 and Jenny is 48. 
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