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Newsletter No 98           June 2022 

 

SPECIAL EDITION 

 
This year, 2022, marks the 100th anniversary of the enactment of the 

Irrigation Act of 1922 which resulted in the establishment of the 

Irrigation and Water Supply Department. Although the State of 

Queensland had been involved in water management for many years 

prior to that, this was a recognition by Government of the importance of 

the resource. This Department was, of course, the predecessor of one of 

the instrumentalities in which all the members of WRRA were employed. 

 

 

Not only does the WRRA Committee believe that this significant milestone is worthy of 

recognition and celebration, it gives us an excuse to reconnect with former colleagues who, 

because of the tyranny of distance, are unable to meet on a frequent basis. 

   To enable this to happen, a Sub-Committee was established to explore options for getting 

members and other past employees together. In particular, Bruce Pearce and Gary Corbett 

have devoted considerable effort to contact people in all regions to measure the level of 

potential support for reunions of various types. As a result, they have developed a programme 

of rolling reunions, culminating in a dinner in Brisbane (which is the centre for the vast 

majority of our members). 

  We sincerely hope that our members will take advantage of the opportunities and also 

encourage other members and contacts to participate. There is much more information in the 

body of this Special Edition Newsletter and of course you can contact Bruce for more 

information or to offer advice on (07)3289 6297 or brucepearce@bigpond.com 

       Daryl Brigden 

 From the Editor’s Chair 

As the President has pointed out, the 

bulk of the work for the Milestone 

Celebrations has been undertaken by 

Bruce and Gary. So it is entirely 

appropriate for them to be given the 

credit directly for providing the 

material in this edition. I am delighted 

to appoint them as Honorary Editors 

for this SPECIAL EDITION. 

      

     Until next time, au reservoir.  

     Ian Pullar, Editor 

 

Upcoming Events 

   ANNUAL GOLF DAY 12 August at 

Keperra Golf Course 

   A separate notice for the above event will be 

issued with more details. 

   REUNIONS 

  Reunions will be occurring in August at 

Mareeba; and in October at Theodore, 

Yeppoon, Bundaberg, Toowoomba and 

Brisbane.    Event specific invitations will be 

sent to all whose contact details we have.    

See P6 for more details 
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Marking a Milestone, 100 years on 

 

IT’S TIME! 
You will be pleased to know that since Newsletter 97, the Committee has been able to throw off the shackles of Covid and 

have a face-to-face meeting to finalise the Reunions Calendar as detailed on P6 in this supplement.  

So to set the tone, the Committee has dug deep to pull together some light reading on some of our proud and past history - and 

we haven’t really touched the surface! So we will have to leave it up to our community to fill in the gaps at these Reunions 

which have been 100 years in the making – and which kick off with the very first in Mareeba on Mon 22 Aug 2022.  

TIME TO GET INTO ‘THE ACT’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(100
th

 Anniversary in 2022, of the passage of the Irrigation Act of 1922) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
IWSC (1) IWSC (2) 
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TIME TO REFLECT!  

- On when we did ‘everything’ 

This 1963 report map came from a day-and-age 

when our IWS community could justifiably claim 

to be doing ‘everything’. There is a fair chance 

that the map was produced in the branch 

affectionately known as PP (Project Planning) 

and was overseen by Supervising Draftsman 

‘Tommy’ Thomas.  It is from the 1963 Annual 

Report as presented to parliament by then 

Commissioner Fred Haigh. 

Amongst its many highlights are progress of 

construction at Callide and Borumba Dams 

(Construction Branch); operation and 

maintenance of the Mareeba Dimbulah Irrigation 

Project (Operations Branch). On the 

investigations side the ‘Burdekin River’ gets a 

mention (Project Planning Branch), at a time 

when the Burdekin Scheme consisted only of 

Clare; Millaroo and Dalbeg; then there are 

Stream Gauging Installations (Rivers and 

Streams Branch); Stock Route Water Supplies 

Investigation and Construction; Underground 

Water Investigations & Artesian Basin 

Monitoring (Groundwater Branch); Farm Water 

Supplies Advisory Services (Farm Water 

Supplies Branch); Rural Water Supplies 

(Irrigation Branch). Reporting of civil design 

progress including hydraulic modelling and 

materials testing (Designs Branch), as well as 

progress on the mechanical and electrical side 

(Mechanical and Electrical Branch) featured in 

another section of the Annual Report. Last but 

not least there was administration (Admin 

Branch) which oversaw offices at:-   Mareeba; 

Clare; Cloncurry; Longreach; Rockhampton; 

Theodore; Bundaberg; Charleville; Gympie; St 

George; Warwick; and Goondiwindi 

- On who we are 

We have tried to reflect on the culture of our community and ‘who we are’ by the following symbolism in the Q100 logo:- 

OUR TEAM Linking of arms signifies sense of camaraderie; teamwork and packing down for the scrum – all playing for 

the same side & code (and for the best part of the last 100 years, under the same roof!) 

OUR LIFE OUTSIDE WORK Linking of arms also signifies socialising and making friends through work 

OUR OLDER SIDE The 2 players on the outside – still standing but supported by a walking stick on one side and on the 

other by the two younger members of our community in the middle - the propping up reflects that a good percentage of the 

side is made up of ageing old players (ie over 50% of WRRA is over 75).  
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OUR YOUNGER SIDE  The 2 players in the middle – standing on their own two feet but still leaning in some shape or form 

on the older 2 players on the outside, no doubt for the occasional bit of wisdom or advice. Also representing the ‘new breed’ 

emerging over the past 25 years or so (ie the post- COAG water reform era) – the new branches to our ‘family tree’! 

OUR OWN IDENTITY 

Over the past 100 years, our community has served many ‘masters’, one of the first being the 

Irrigation and Water Supply Commission (IWSC). Since its founding in the 1980’s, the 

Association has played a pivotal role in keeping retirees in touch, with its WRRA logo styled 

around our masters Water Resources Commission logo of the day. So the ‘blue tadpole’ lives 

on through incorporation in the logo specifically designed for the celebrations.  

 

OUR SECOND LANGUAGE   In the past ten years or so, ‘Q100’ has become almost our second language as we once again 

talk in terms of Average Recurrence Interval or Annual Exceedance Probability and of something unheard of in 1922 - climate 

change. Q100 in terms of our celebrations links in with something big; something state-wide; and something that has been 100 

years in the making. 

OUR NOMADIC SIDE Short of somehow weaving graphics of camels and canvas tents into the logo, we could not think of 

anything reflecting the nomadic nature of our community as it went from project-to-project during the heyday of dam and  

irrigation area development. So we have left it to our Memorabilia to reflect this side, as we have for our own sense of humour.  

- On any number of one-offs from our colourful past 

THE COMMISSION HOTEL  The Commission built the Hotel Theodore in the mid 1920’s so it is arguably the first of our 

many watering holes/wet canteens. Working on site can be thirsty work so what started out as a Settlers Accommodation 

House run by Miss K Shean quickly turned into our own pub via an Order-In-Council in 1929. Miss Shean was to later run the 

hotel at Thangool, while Mrs Fairfield is credited as being the first Licensee of our Hotel. When ownership slipped out of our 

hands in 1954, anyone who likes a drink could have been excused for thinking that it was yet another hard Act to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whichever way you look at it, the strong sense of community that we had in owning a hotel prevailed when its ownership 

passed from our community to that of the township of Theodore - this Hotel continues to be the only one in Queensland owned 

and operated by a Co-operative, and where its profits go back into the local community.  

And we will be celebrating at our first watering hole once again at a Centenary Luncheon on Tuesday 4 October. 

 

 

Hotel Theodore - 1938 
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- On anything else worth celebrating for that matter 

100
th

 Birthday Cards from Betty Windsor – if our records are up-to-date, there will be no cards sent to members in 2022. 

However, we suspect that we could already have two ‘waterysauces centenarians’ who have already received their cards from 

the Queen.  And by 2026 if all goes well for them, we could have another three. 

100
th

 Edition of ‘Waterysauces’ – the 100
th

 edition will be yet another milestone worth celebrating in 2022,  with its release 

expected to be just prior to Christmas 2022. 

100
th

 Anniversary of other Significant Historic Acts of 1922 – some 38 Acts in total were passed in 1922 and other than our 

own Irrigation Act of 1922, two others stand out but for entirely different reasons. The first was the Water Power Act of 1922 

which received assent just days prior to ours – with obvious linkages to water and the emergence of hydro in the state; and the 

second, being just as significant to some as the emergence of hydro is to others, was the Fruit Cases Acts Amendment Act of 

1922 -  possibly worth a read for those amongst us with a closet past in picking & packing (??) 

100
th

 Anniversary of the ‘annointment’ of Theodores Founding Father - Engineer Partridge’s ‘annointment’ as Theodore’s 

Founding Father came at an Executive Council meeting on Thursday 19 October 1922, where by virtue of the Irrigation Act of 

1922 which was passed the day before, he was appointed Irrigation Commissioner with a wide range of powers. 

Among the powers was special authorisation for initial works at Castle Creek (renamed Theodore in mid 1920’s) with powers 

extended to construction by Commissioner Partridge’s organisation of the township itself; and the towns subsequent ownership 

and operation by the Irrigation and Water Supply Commission. As part of our contribution as a lead-up to the towns’ own 100
th

 

Anniversary celebrations and also to celebrate ours, the WRRA is hosting a Centenary Luncheon at Hotel Theodore on 

October 4. (The town kicked off with a lead-up to its 100
th

 celebrations with a re-enactment in May of the 1922 visit by a 

group of thirteen which included Governor Nathan and Premier Theodore). 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

100 years + of Peoples History.   waterysauces.org.au/navigation/history.htm (Watery Sauces – A Peoples History of the 

Water Resources Commission and its Predecessors 1881 – 1995 [I. Pullar; M. Cook]) 

100 years + of association with the wider water-user community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50
th 

Anniversary of the end of construction of Beardmore and Fairbairn Dams – Sunwater recently hosted celebrations at 

Fairbairn Dam which took in a dinner on Fri 20
th

 May and an open day on the 21
st
.  Beardmore Dam followed with the same 

format on the 3
rd

 and 4th June.  

 

 

1884 – The Queenslander 

 

1935 – Charleville Times 

 

1917 – Western Champion,      

Barcaldine 
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TIME TO CELEBRATE! 

- What does our Reunions Calendar look like? 

Location Mareeba Theodore Yeppoon Bundaberg Toowoomba Brisbane 

Date Mon 22 Aug Tues 4 Oct Thurs 6 Oct Mon 10 Oct Wed 12 Oct Wed 19 Oct 

Venue Mareeba 

Leagues 

Club 

Theodore Hotel Keppel Bay 

Sailing Club 

Brothers Sports 

Club 

Royal Hotel The Ship Inn, 

Southbank 

Kick-off 12 noon 11am for 

12noon 

3pm 3pm 12 noon 11.30am for 

12.00noon 

Cost Free To be advised Free To be advised 

Function 

Format 

Smaller 

Informal 

Formal 

Luncheon 

Larger 

Informal 

Smaller Informal Formal Grand 

Finale Luncheon 

Food Finger food Sit-down meal Finger food Sit-down meal 

Drinks At your cost 

Comment   Coincides with 

annual CQ 

event. 

   

Travel / Accom All attendees make their own travel and accomodation arrangements 

 

- Do I need to register to attend? 
Yes, it will assist us greatly if you do. The Committee will be sending out event-specific invites to all those whose contact 

details we have. However, should you happen not to receive a formal invite and have a past or present association with IWSC 

or its many successors, CONSIDER YOURSELF INVITED and contact Bruce Pearce well in advance on (07) 3289 6297 (or 

better still, e-mail Bruce on brucepearce@bigpond.com) and advise him which event you will be attending – remember, these 

celebrations are for members and non-members alike, and whether they are retired or not. RSVP’s will give us some surety on 

numbers and enable catering arrangements to be tied down. A timely RSVP to each event will greatly assist us but as a 

reminder, you could pencil into your diary the dates as shown in our Reunions Calendar. Seating allocation for places at 

some venues may be first-in-best-dressed as numbers may have to be limited. 

RSVP by e-mail is preferable but if you don’t have an e-mail address, then a quick call to Bruce Pearce on (07) 3289 6297 

should do the job. Should you have received this Newsletter by surface-mail and you do happen to have an e-mail address, 

chances are we don’t have it. So it would be appreciated if you could send a quick e-mail to our Secretary as it is the most 

preferred, quickest and cheapest method of communicating with members. 

 

- What about Memorabilia? 
Q100 ‘COLLECTORS EDITION’ COOLERS   For those of us in our youth who used to pick up ‘patches’ of town 

emblems to sew on our denim jackets, these celebrations could already have your name on them - Stubby Cooler Memorabilia 

it is this time around! What could look better than some (or all) of the trophies below sitting on the shelf behind your bar.   

There are four stubby cooler designs, three being event-specific at anticipated larger events (ie Theodore Dinner; Annual 

Yeppoon Get-together; Brisbane Dinner) while the fourth covers events at the other three centres (ie Mareeba; Bundaberg; 

Toowoomba). It’s a case of first-in-best-dressed so hopefully, there will be enough to go around – but best of all, they are free! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

mailto:brucepearce@bigpond.com
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- Is it worthwhile doing the rounds? 
 

THE AQUARIUS PEOPLES AWARD 

It’s your call but its certainly worth thinking about - these opportunities to catch up this way 

don’t come up all that often. 

Anyone who attends a majority of Reunions should have a good chance of picking up the 

lions share of the different designs in the Q100 Collectors Edition coolers but more 

importantly, catch up with a good number of people who they may not have seen for many 

years. And into the bargain at the end of the year pick up an AQUARIUS ‘Peoples Award’ 

from our President, to complement the Q100 cooler collection behind the bar. Its awarding 

bestows bragging rights to the holder and entitles he or she to boast ‘I’ve been everywhere, 

man!’ from that day forward.   

As some of us will know,  AQUARIUS is Latin for ‘water bearer’ and ‘I’ve been 

everywhere, man!’  is the title of a chart-topping song in 1962 popularized by Lucky Starr 

and Hank Snow. The song contained the rhyming names of so many towns across Australia 

that it is not funny. For us, there are many places our community could boast about as well in 

a past life eg Theodore; Beardmore; Borumba; Coolmunda; Wuruma; Boondooma etc. 

For the benefit of anyone whose working life within our community commenced after the late 1970’s and who may not be 

aware of the significance of AQUARIUS to us,  AQUARIUS was the name of a popular staff magazine long remembered as 

being full of satire and organic content, long before political correctness got legs. So the awarding of an AQUARIUS 

PEOPLES AWARD, whilst acknowledging that the holder has travelled far and wide to catch up with colleagues past and 

present, is also a bit symbolic for a nomadic community which went from site-to-site over many years - and which brought 

water and prosperity to so many communities! 

The sense of ownership of AQUARIUS by the people back then was such that if it were to today print a boast like ‘I’ve been 

everywhere, man!’, you could bet your life that there would be a subsequent follow-up from ‘anonymous’ with a cover title 

like ‘They go anywhere, man!’  - complete with rhyme-and-verse on the legendary off-road versatility of a QG Commodore! 

(As it so happens, we have managed to track down ‘anonymous’ at his retirement hideaway and he has managed to put 

together a verse and happy to share his work with you, but you will have to wait until the release of the 100
th

 Edition of the 

Waterysauces Newsletter around Christmas time to see it – but worst still, he still does not wish to blow his cover and insists 

on retaining his anonynimity unfortunately.) 

Some of the material in Aquarius could be a bit close to home but the staff loved it – it was a true ‘peoples magazine’.  

- What if I can’t make it along? 
 

WHY NOT GET INVOLVED BY DOING THE COMMISSIONERS CROSSWORD?    You don’t have to be an IWSC 

history buff to enter and it’s open to all our community,  particularly those unable to attend any celebrations but seeking to be 

involved.  It may serve to keep you involved as well as refresh your memories on just a little bit of history. A little bit because 

it only contains 100 or so letters to cover 100 years  – so it is spread pretty thin on the ground but there are plenty of clues! 

Anyone can enter, WRRA member or not - so long as you have an association with the IWSC and/or its many successors.  

HOW DO I ENTER? 

Just fill out the Crossword using the clues below, and send off your entry by e-mail to brucepearce@bigpond.com,  no later 

than 12 October.  If you happen not to be a WRRA member and your correct entry is drawn from the barrel, a few words about 

your association with our community will have you $100 better off. And should you ever wish to join our association, all you 

have to do is go to either of these links to apply:- 

http://www.waterysauces.org.au/navigation/membershipapplication.htm (On-line) 

http://www.waterysauces.org.au/membership/applicationform.pdf  (Printable version) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_Morrison
mailto:brucepearce@bigpond.com
http://www.waterysauces.org.au/navigation/membershipapplication.htm
http://www.waterysauces.org.au/membership/applicationform.pdf
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TIME TO PLAY! 

GOT TIME TO PLAY? 

 

If you can find the time, it could be worth your while as the prize is 100 Dollars. All correct entries received will be placed 

into a barrel, and the winner drawn at the Q100 Grand Finale Luncheon in Brisbane on Wed 19 October.  

And the winners name, as well as the correctly completed crossword, will be published in the 100
th

 Edition of our 

‘Waterysauces’ Newsletter due to come out at the end of our 100
th

 Anniversary Year.            

Remember, you have to be in it to win it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Commissioners Crossword 

 

Best Contact Details. .....................................................Entered by ............................... DATE ....../....../...... 

And if not a WRRA member, just a few words please on your past association with IWSC and/or its many successors:-

...................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................. 

 

 

Archibald 

Partridge Tom Lang Bill Nimmo Fred Haigh 

Frank 

Learmonth 

Don Beattie Tom Fenwick Peter Bevin 
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DOWN CLUE 

1 One of three distribution systems in the Bundaberg scheme. Has a Balancing Storage by the same 

name, starts with the letter G. 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/design/pullarbook/irrigation.pdf     (P 238) 

2 The number of the year we are in, following on from passage of Irrigation Act of 1922. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundredth 

3 The surname of the first Irrigation Commissioner appointed under the Irrigation Act of 1922. 

Also the name of a medium sized ground-dwelling bird 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/commencement/pullarbook/iws.pdf    (P 17) 

4 The name of the irrigation scheme served by two dams, one of which is Paradise. Some would 

even go as far as to say it could be a good name for a rum. 

https://www.bundabergrum.com.au/ 

5 First part of a hyphenated scheme name. Once supported the tobacco industry on a Tableland in 

Far North Qld. Aboriginal name of first part translated means ‘meeting of the waters’ 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/commencement/pullarbook/iws.pdf    (P 27) 

6 The initials of the government department which is one of our valued Co-Patrons. 

https://www.rdmw.qld.gov.au/ 

7 The name of a large river in North Queensland. Also in the name of a dam built on the same river. 

https://www.sunwater.com.au/dams/burdekin-falls-dam/ 

8 Named after a North Qld sugar mill built in 1884. And along with two others, this one rolls off 

the tongue last when early Burdekin irrigation developments are talked about. 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/administration/pullarbook/administration.pdf (P291) 

ACROSS CLUE 

9 The name of a large dam in CQ whose lake has an Aboriginal name which when translated means 

‘where the black ducks fly’. It is also the name of a former RAAF  base. 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/construction/pullarbook/construction.pdf   (P 213) 

10 The name of a road at Ayr where we once had an office. It’s also how you can end up if you spin 

around too quickly. 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/design/pullarbook/irrigation.pdf   (P 250) 

11 Second part of the hyphenated name of a scheme which once supported the tobacco industry in 

Far North Qld. An Aboriginal name whose second part when translated means ‘long waterhole’. 

12 ‘The town that water built’. The IWSC-built town named after Premier ‘Red Ted’.............. 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/commencement/pullarbook/iws.pdf    (P 19) 

13 One of our successors - a Government Owned Corporation. Valued Co-Patron of WRRA. 

https://www.sunwater.com.au/ 

14 Name of a dam whose impoundment is Lake Kajarabie. 

https://www.sunwater.com.au/dams/beardmore-dam/ 

15 A geological feature within which often lies a good site for a dam. One such feature exists on the 

Dawson River at the site where Governor Nathan first visited with Premier ‘Red Ted’ in 1922. 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/commencement/pullarbook/iws.pdf   (P 20) 

16 Surname of a past Commissioner with an MBE and after whom a dam near Gin Gin was named. 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/consolidation/pullarbook/fbh.pdf   (P 41) 

 

- Should I keep water up to ‘the grapevine’? 
 

That would certainly help. Even at this stage, we are keen to keep ‘the grapevine’ growing. There could still be any number of colleagues 

who you know of (retired or still working) and who you may not have seen for years, and who could be blissfully unaware that we as a 

community are all getting together around the state, who could be left with some regrets for having not been aware of the reunions.  

 

As we have been a little late off the mark due to Covid, we are in somewhat of a catch-up mode, so for anyone you know of who may not yet 

be ‘in-the-know’, there is one simple message – THE REUNIONS ARE NOT TO BE MISSED! 

 

  SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: We are honoured by Editor Ian’s gesture of appointing us as Honorary Editors of this Special Edition. We have sought 

to produce something to capture this special anniversary - something light, coupled with just a touch of history and a little nostalgia. The task has been 

made easy through access to the most valuable record available about our community - Ian and his daughter Dr Margaret Cook’s ‘Watery Sauces – A 

Peoples History of the Water Resources Commission and its Predecessors 1881 – 1995 ’   www.waterysauces.org.au/navigation/history.htm   Without it, 

we would not have known where to start.  We have also been able to source graphics and so forth from other sources (eg Trove digitised newspapers; 

Qld Govt websites; Pughs Almanacs [1859 to 1927]). So Ian, we sincerely thank you for this opportunity and to all your loyal readers, we sincerely hope 

that there is some fun as well as some light reading here for you. But better still, we hope to catch up with you at one of the reunions.                                               

                        Bruce Pearce and Gary Corbett 

 

http://waterysauces.org.au/history/design/pullarbook/irrigation.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundredth
http://waterysauces.org.au/history/commencement/pullarbook/iws.pdf
https://www.bundabergrum.com.au/
http://waterysauces.org.au/history/commencement/pullarbook/iws.pdf
https://www.rdmw.qld.gov.au/
https://www.sunwater.com.au/dams/burdekin-falls-dam/
http://waterysauces.org.au/history/administration/pullarbook/administration.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Military_airfield
http://waterysauces.org.au/history/construction/pullarbook/construction.pdf
http://waterysauces.org.au/history/design/pullarbook/irrigation.pdf
http://waterysauces.org.au/history/commencement/pullarbook/iws.pdf
https://www.sunwater.com.au/
https://www.sunwater.com.au/dams/beardmore-dam/
http://waterysauces.org.au/history/commencement/pullarbook/iws.pdf
http://waterysauces.org.au/history/consolidation/pullarbook/fbh.pdf
http://www.waterysauces.org.au/navigation/history.htm
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‘WATER DEPARTMENTS’ ARM 

    

Before 1881, ‘Water’ was in the Harbours & Rivers Dept (Treasury -       
Waterworks Branch – EIC Consulting Engineer John Baillie Henderson) 

    

18/10/1881 
to 

18/10/1922 

Hydraulic Engineer’s Dept (later WS Dept)                                    

(1st Hydraulic Engineer John Baillie Henderson)      
A Dept under the wing of the Colonial Treasurer 

    

Irrigation Act of 1922     

18/10/1922 15/2/1932 Irrig & Water Supply Comm     
15/2/1932 1/8/1947 IWS sub-Dept (of Lands Dept)  

Irrigation and Water Supply Commission Act of 1946 

1/8/1947 12/3/1979 Irrig & Water Supply Comm 

12/3/1979 31/12/1992 Qld Water Res Comm (QWRC)  
31/12/1992 26/2/1996 Water Resources Comm (WRC) Govt-Owned Corporation 

Water Act 2000 
Local Management Corporations 

Water (Local Management Arrgts)              
Amendment Act 2017 

1/7/1997 1/10/2000 State Water Projects           
(DNR) 

1/10/2000 Sunwater                          
(St George - Headworks) 

1/7/2018 Mallawa Irrigation 
(St George Channels) 

26/2/1996 22/2/2001 Dept of Natural Resources 
(DNR) 

 
(Dawson - Headworks) 

 
(Emerald - Headworks) 

 
(Eton - Headworks) 

1/10/2018 Theodore Water 
(Dawson Channels) 

22/2/2001 12/2/2004 Dept of Natural Resources  
& Mines (DNRM) 

1/7/2019 Fairbairn Irrig Netwk 
(Emerald Channels) 

12/2/2004 25/8/2004 Dept of Natural Resources, 
Mines & Energy (DNRME) 

31/3/2020 Eton Irrigation   
(Eton Channels) 

25/8/2004 2/2/2006 Dept of Natural Resources  
& Mines (DNRM) 

(Headworks & Channels) 
Burdekin – Haughton 

 

2/2/2006 13/9/2006 Dept of Natural Resources, 
Mines & Water (DNRMW) 

Mareeba – Dimbulah 
Bundaberg; Lower Mary 

  

13/9/2006 26/3/2009 Dept of Natural Resources  
& Water (DNRW)  

    

26/3/2009 3/4/2012 Dept of Environment            
& Resource Mgt (DERM)  

    

Machinery of Government (MOG) Changes wrt ‘WATER’ (2012)    
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WRRA - THE SOCIAL SIDE OF ‘WATER’                

One ‘Water’ Body - Two ‘Water’ Arms   

(cradling ‘Our IWS Community’) 

 

FROM 
Colony 

Builders 

(under 

Colonial 

Treasurer) 

1881      

to      

1922 

 

  

 

 

Sunwater        
(WRRA CO-PATRON) 

 

 

TO 
Scheme 

Builders; 

Operators;  

Service 

Providers; 

Water 

Resource 

Managers 

1922       

to       

2022 

‘WATER CORPORATIONS’ ARM 

Govt-Owned Corporation             

SEQ Water (Restructuring) Act 2007  

1/7/2008   Seqwater        

Cedar Pocket; Central Bris R; 

Central Lockyer Valley;   Logan 

River; Lower Lockyer; Mary 

Valley;  Warrill Valley 

 

SEQ Schemes 

 

                                                         

GROWTH OF OUR IWS COMMUNITY 

DRDMW                        

(WRRA CO-PATRON) 

WRRA GETS INTO THE ACT. The WRRA was formed in 1985 and is a 

‘Small Incorporated Association’ (under Assoc Incorporation Act 1981). 

Corporatisation 
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The pre-1922 IWS LANDSCAPE 

 

Late 1800’s                                                             

Qld – Hydraulic Engineer’s Department                                                               

This Department was set up by the states first Hydraulic 

Engineer JB Henderson, following his appointment in 

1883.  In the late 1880’s, Henderson commissioned the 

Department of Public Lands to undertake the very first 

investigations into the potential for irrigation development 

across Qld. That department was responsible for progressing 

a broad portfolio of initiatives for our developing young 

colony, one of which was ‘Irrigation’. Progression of this 

initiative rested solely with civil engineers Rigby and 

MacKinnon.  These two are possibly amongst the earliest 

pioneers of our irrigation community in Queensland. 

 

Early 1900’s                                                             

Victoria - State Water Supply Commission                                        

Engineer John Stewart Dethridge (Victorian Commissioner) 

designed the revolutionary Dethridge Meter Wheel in 1910. 

The wheel was the first ever implement to measure water 

supplied from state-owned irrigation channels to on-farm 

subsidiaries. Volume was metered relative to number of wheel 

rotations. First used in the Murray / Murrumbidgee area in 

NSW/Vic & not long after in the Dawson in Queensland.  
 

 

 

Qld – Water Supply Department                                                               

By 1913, Swedish-born and NSW-qualified engineer Hugo 

Eklund had been engaged by Hydraulic Engineer John Baillie 

Henderson as an Assistant Engineer in the Water Supply  

Dept., a branch within the Treasury Dept. In Nov 1916, 

Eklund was appointed as an Executive Engineer in charge of 

developing the Inkerman Irrigation Scheme, and served under 

Hydraulic Engineer John Hargreaves. In Feb 1920, Eklund 

became the states’ 3rd Hydraulic Engineer, filling the position 

vacated by Hargreaves. His widely publicised December 1920 

bulletin dealing with irrigation activities during 1919 / 1920 

(page 13) is reported as foreshadowing the eventual passage 

of the Irrigation Act of 1922. However, by April 1921, Eklund 

had been appointed manager of Walter Humes’ pipe factory at 

Loveday in South Australia, turning out the revolutionary new 

centrifugally-spun concrete pipes to serve the reticulation side 

of the 9000 acre Loveday Irrigation Scheme.                       

Qld – Irrigation Commission                                                  

On 18 October 1922, the Irrigation Act of 1922 received 

assent and the very next day, Archibald Frederick Partridge 

was appointed Queensland’s first Irrigation Commissioner. 

TRIVIA 

Q.  Which of our early Irrigation Engineers left his own signature ‘watermark’ above the high banks of the Brisbane River? 

A.  Hugo Eklund.  By the late 1920’s, ex-departmental Hydraulic Engineer Hugo Eklund had returned to Queensland to manage 

Humes Pipes factory at West End in Brisbane. Under his watchful eye, Hugo’s staff centrifugally cast all of the ‘concrete-

bowling-pin’ balusters within the handrail panels of the now heritage-listed William Jolly Bridge. It was to be quite a family 

effort as Hugo had also engaged his artistic daughter Karma to design and fabricate the moulds for the bridges’ grotesques.  
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1926 –  BRISBANE COURIER  

G.Chapman (Chief Clerk, IWSC) 

 

1929 – BRISBANE COURIER 

A. Partridge (Commissioner);     

C. Deshon (Engineer); J. Grant-

Thompson (Secretary) IWS 

 

1936 – THE WORKER            

C. Parkinson (Engineer-in-Charge 

IWS sub-Dept., Lands Dept) 

 

1944 – CENTRAL 

QUEENSLAND HERALD 

D.Erickson (Authorised Officer 

of Commissioner of IWS) 

 

1950 – SYDNEY MORNING 

HERALD                                             

Irrigation Draftsmen (Positions 

Vacant) Queensland Dept of IWS 

 

1954 – QLD COUNTRY LIFE       

G. McDowell (Senior Irrigation 

Engineer, IWSC) 

 

1949 – THE WORKER               

H. Buckle (Secretary IWSC) 

 

1890 – LOGAN WITNESS                                                  

A. Rigby (Irrigation Engineer                      

– Dept of Public Lands) 

 

SOME EARLY IWS PRESS 
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1920 – BRISBANE COURIER    Hugo Eklund (Hydraulic Engineer, Water 

Supply Department)     FORESHADOWING of IRRIG ACT of 1922 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/20467248/1607302 

 

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/20467248/1607302
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 SOME EARLY IWS PHOTOS 

 

Christmas Day 1923 – Castle Ck 
‘Seasons Greetings’ to his Irrigation Settlers from 

the ‘Mayor’ of the then Township of Castle Creek 

(1
st
 Irrigation Commissioner Archibald Frederick 

Partridge):- 

LHS – The Township of Castle Creek;                                        

- Irrigating Cane (Inkerman NQ);                 

CENTRE – Proposed Dam (Nathan Gorge);                                                  

RHS – Commissioners Sawmill (Castle Ck);                                                            

- Bundilla #2 Bore (Thargomindah) 

 

 

Australia Day 1953 – Queen St  
Sign on the side of the truck reads as follows:- 

TODAY    23 Government weirs store 9,000  Million 

Gallons (34,000 ML) 

WORKS IN HAND   will add 94,000 Million Gallons 

(356,000 ML) 

(Photos of a number of weirs are also proudly on show) 

 

Opening Day 1959                                 

Tinaroo Falls Dam – Barron R 
116,000 Million Gallons (438,000 ML) 

This is possibly the only Opening Day / Commemorative 

Plaque in Queensland which has recorded the names of a 

past; a present; and a future Irrigation Commissioner at 

any one time – reads as follows:- 

1953 - 1959 

Commissioners of Irrigation and Water Supply                    

ppppppp WHR Nimmo and FB Haigh                          

Assistant Commissioners of Irrigation and Water Supply     

pppppppWH Hiley and H Buckle                                         

Chief Design Engineer                                          nnnnnnn   

mmmmmNJ Butler                                                          

Resident Engineer                                               nnnnnnn   

mmmmmFM Learmonth                   

 


