


IWS Forefathers  
The 1800s 





• IRRIGATION ACT OF 1922 

• QUEENSLAND IRRIGATION COMMISSION 

• DAWSON VALLEY AND THEODORE 

 

IWS – Its start in 1922 



The Irrigation Act of 1922  
 

 Assented to 100 years ago 
 (Yesterday) 

Archibald Partridge   
 

 Appointed as Queensland’s 
First Irrigation Commissioner  

(100 years ago TODAY) 





Irrigation Commission – Head Office Staff (December  1922) 



Theodore 
 

‘THE TOWN THAT WATER BUILT’ 



Theodore Weir - under construction  (1929)  



Dawson Valley Irrigation Area -  The First Scheme that ‘Water’ built 
Development, Promotion & ‘Open for Selection’ of the first 373 Farms by the IWSC (1926) 



Dawson Valley Irrigation Area – In the News 



Hotel Theodore 
 

Built  & owned by IWSC 
IWSC’s First Watering Hole  

 
 

Sold by the IWSC in 1954  

to  

The Hotel Theodore Co-Operative  



Commissioner Partridge’s  ‘Seasons Greetings’  
to his Irrigation Settlers  

 (Castle Creek 1923) 



IWS – Its Staff and Workplaces 



THE IWSC H/O CORNER  ADDRESS in 1953 –  another part of  Our IWS Community history 

1853 
William Pettigrew 

Manager, Brisbane Saw Mills 
cnr William and Margaret Streets 

Brisbane 
Colony of NSW 

1953 
William Nimmo 

IWS Commissioner 
cnr William and Margaret Streets 

Brisbane 
State of QLD 

Qld’s 1st Steam-powered Sawmill 

and directly opposite 

Old Courier Mail Building 

Brisbane Mayor       
~ 1870 

IWS Commissioner 



IWSC  Head Office, cnr William & Margaret Streets, Brisbane 
1974 Contact List  (pre – e-mail and mobile phones ) 



IWSC Word Processers – 1980 
Typing Pool (pre ‘Microsoft Word’ ) 



IWSC Rocklea Depot – January 1974 



Artesian Bore 
(Muttaburra 1920s) 

Drillers  

Licensed by IWSC 

Bore Drains 
Overseen by IWSC 



IWSC - Artesian Water and Stock Supplies Branch – staff photo (Brisbane - 1956) 



IWSC – Groundwater Boring School (Charleville – 1971) 



IWSC / QWRC – 660 years of Hydrographic Service - 1998 



Hydrology by IWSC 
(pre-computers) 

Stream Gauging  by IWSC  -1948 
(pre-Gauging Stations) 



Record Keeping  by IWSC 

(pre-spreadsheets) 



IWS – Its Sense of Humour 



‘WATERY  SAUCING’ by IWSC  - more ‘Saucing’ than ‘Watering’                                          

AQUARIUS – IWSC satirical staff magazine (1970s) 



Watery  Saucing by IWSC  -  ‘Saucing’ the Right Source  

Treasury’s got him looking for a revenue stream !  



Watery  Saucing by IWSC  -  ‘Saucing’ the Right Site  

No, it’s not a camera ! 



Watery  Saucing by IWSC  -  ‘Saucing’ the Right Materials  

Is it a silty-clay or a clayey-silt ? 



Watery  Saucing by IWSC  -  ‘Saucing’ the Right Balance  

VS 



Watery  Saucing by IWSC  -  ‘Saucing’ the Right Contractor  

Trust me – I’ve done it before! 



Watery  Saucing by IWSC  -  ‘Saucing’ the Right Operator  

Trust me - if Gaffa can’t fix it, it can’t be broken ! 



‘Commissioners at the Helm’ 
 

Fred Haigh 
Tom Lang 

Frank Learmonth 
Peter Bevin 
Bill Nimmo 
Don Beattie 
Tom Fenwick 





QWRC - Bundaberg Office, Enterprise Street  (1990) 



QWRC  - Rockhampton Office Staff  (1984)  



IWSC and QWRC ‘IN THE FIELD’  

Farm Advisors 

Surveyors Scheme Designers 

Drillers 

Hydrographers 

IWSC ‘Field ID’ QWRC ‘Field ID’ 







Things IWS did 
• PLANNING 

• DESIGNING 

• BUILDING 

• MANAGING 

• ADVISING 



IWSC - Design and Drafting – 1954 
(pre-CAD) 



IWSC Day Labour Workforce  -  Clare Main Channel 
(pre-WH&S) 



Moogerah Dam 
 

Under Construction by IWSC (Late 1950s) 

Completed early 1960’s 



Tinaroo Falls Dam 
Constructed by IWSC 

Beardmore Dam 
Constructed by IWSC 



Tinaroo Falls Dam;  Bench Flume 
Constructed by IWSC  (1950s) 



Irrigation Channels  
Constructed by IWSC / QWRC 

(1950s to 1980s) 

 
Mareeba-Dimbulah 
Burdekin Haughton 
(photos courtesy Sunwater) 



Fairbairn Dam – under construction by IWSC 

Fairbairn 
Dam 

(built by IWSC) 

Burdekin 
Falls Dam 

(built by QWRC) 



Wivenhoe Dam 
Built by QWRC 

Awoonga High Dam 



Irrigation Areas – designed and developed around the state by IWSC / QWRC (eg Bundaberg) 



Irrigation Areas – aerial view of Eton Irrigation Area (Kinchant Dam in background) 



Irrigation Channels 



IWSC – ‘hot off the press’ 

1950 



IWSC  - ‘on the streets’ 
Delivering early  ‘Water’ messages 

(Australia Day 1953) 
 



IWSC  - ‘in the papers’   -  Calling for Tenders 
Earth moving equipment; delivery and installation of windmills on Stock Routes (1950)     



IWSC  - ‘on the Plaques’ 
 

Moogerah Dam 
Fairbairn Dam 
Chinchilla Weir 

 
 



IWS – Its Journey to now 

• AN INSTITUTION IN CHANGE 

• WATER REFORM 





Water  Regulation and Delivery in 2022 

Regulation   
by  

Government 

Delivery 
by 

Water Corporations 



WATER REGULATION & WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
 

(Dept of Regional Development, Manufacturing & Water) 

WRRA Co-Patron 



WATER DELIVERY 
Example:  BHWSS Network 

 
(schematic courtesy of Sunwater) 

WRRA Co-Patron 

Sunwater Schemes 
(source: QCA) 

Govt-owned Water Corporation 

Burdekin Falls Dam 



WATER DELIVERY 
SEQ Water Schemes 

(source:   QCA) 

Govt-owned Water Corporation 

Maroon Dam 



Source of Supply:   Sunwater Headworks 
(Theodore WSS) 

Source of Supply: Sunwater Headworks 

(Pioneer River WSS)  

Locally-owned Water Corporations 

Source of Supply: Sunwater Headworks 
(St George WSS) 

Source of Supply: Sunwater Headworks 
(Nogoa McKenzie & Emerald WSS) 

Locally owned and managed 
Channel Irrigation Scheme 

Locally owned and managed 
Channel Irrigation Scheme 

Locally owned and managed 
Channel Irrigation Scheme 

Locally owned and managed 
Channel Irrigation Scheme 

WATER DELIVERY – Schemes managed by Locals 






