
OUR IWS COMMUNITY – The Man behind ‘The Colony Builders’ 

 

1881 – Harbours and Rivers Dept             
Waterworks Branch (EIC John Baillie Henderson)  - Queen St 

 

  

 

1917 – Sidney Williams & Co     
Comet Windmills, South Brisbane  

 

1922 – Engineering 
Supply Company of Aust         

Edward St., Brisbane              
(Irrigation Pump Suppliers) 

 

1899 – Intercolonial Boring Co                       
cnr Ann & Raff Streets, Brisbane 
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1883  –  Hydraulic Engineers Dept (later WS Dept)              
Engineer JB Henderson appointed as Qld’s first Hydraulic Engineer ‘to 

supply public roads and stock routes and to attend to the needs of the 

graziers on the western plains’.                        . 

Departmental staff recruited by 1886 

 

1894 – Colonial Treasurer’s Optimism 
re ‘cultivation-by-irrigation in the Far West’ 

 

1884 – H Box & Son., Brisbane 

 

JOHN BAILLIE HENDERSON 

(Qld’s first Hydraulic Engineer) 


